October 17, 1946

Medical Sirector Johr P. Mahoney
Staten Island V. D, Research Laboratory
U. 8. ¥erine Hospital

Staten Island 4, ¥. Y.

Dear Dr, Mahoney:

Your letter of September 20 reached me last Friday and vas certainly
glad to hear from you., The proposal for the study of the sovirochete ocmmiocull
sounds very interesting and I heps that yo: can cerry 4t aout.

Your note ebout tkhe study of the q 2 hour schedule is rather disturbing,
and I hope that your follow-up plan will be produesive. I :am plenning here
to treat ueing the 2 hour eshedule usi-g 40,000 units jJust as at Stoten
Island, snd feel thet we shell be gable to get very close follow-up on our
group of patients, If she penicillin whiech was purchased for use here has
not yet left the Laboratory, I will apvreciate if 4% could be packed into
smaell units and sent to me undor Gevernment frank to the APO address, It is
ny fesl that psart of our succees in geiring complete cooperation will depemd
upon sedfiing up scme treatment prograzme on a formal scale which can be dome
in the Militery Hospitzl eané@ in their prison hospital, This we shall do as
soon as our penicillir arrives, It has been the feeling of both Dr. Spote
224 Dr. Puncs and the other men here in the office that we sh:1l have to de
the prophylactic studles very grrdnally, amd to do all laboratory work on a
amall sezle trestment orogranm,

I am gradually learning the meaning of the word frustration. The work
in ths laboratory is now completed except for painting snd ardering of cemnec~
tion to a water supply. Ve have now deing walting almost a week for this %e
be dome, bdut lador and meterial 4iffioculties have held it up, 80 that we
F0n abead t0 set-up and te clean as Vest pessidle. Ve have hopes that the
corntrastor will be complete with his work by the end of this week., Yesterday
1 got the first tamk of Butane gas evailable in Guatemala and slone vith 14§
the enly regular and redusing valve in the whole city. If you can Wmy in New
York the neceasary valve t¢ wse vwith a Prestolite systea, a reducing valve
and precission meter you might enclose it in the nemt shipment 2s we can turn
back the ome that we have for a $30,00 oredit., The gas here cost us $15,00
per 100 1bs.; if you have gas in the Ladoratory already dought you can shig:ft
down if 4t appears that it will bde a savings to us, otherwise we can procure
subsequent dattles of gas from a local source. We shall also be abhk $o0 get
all of the cardon dicxide thet we need, however, we shall need the Fv‘o
equipneat for the container.

The Portnoys are by nov cemfertably settled in their own homnee, snd I
have a prospect of Deing able to move in a nev house about the first of

Yoveaber.

The group here sends their dest regards to you.
incerely,

Poabkee & 2 &N e

CTLR _ 0001208



