September 3, 1946

Medical Director John ¥, Mahoney, USPHB
Venereal Disease Research Laboratory
U. 8. Marine Ko.pitll
Staten Island, ¥, N. Y.

Dear Dr., Mahoney:

By now, according to my calculations you should be back from your
vacation, I hope that it was a pleasant and restful ome. We feel right
at home here by now, are learning the language, and like the city much.
Hovever finding a house is a predlem, as there is sn acute shortege,
and the rents are sky high., Ve have time, though, to lock and have not
lose hope.

There are a mumber of things that I sheuld like $0 report about

our progress here, Mr, Portney srrived Saturday morning and is comfort-
adly settled pending the finding of a house. The werk of alteration on
the laboratory is progressing satisfactorily and may well de finished

thin the next twe or three weeks. ZThere have deen several delays,
notabdbly procurement of windov glass which although ordered, is still not
here so far as I knov, We are making plaans to go aheald putting ocut as
mch as possidble of the equipment Just as soon as it arrives even though
the work 1s not altogether completed, se that it will de possible to have
the formal dedication of the laboratery before Dr. Spoto leaves for vaca-
tion around the fifteenth of Septemder, It is doudtful,theugh that ve
will be able t0 4o mmoh agtual serology or bacteriolegy before the end
of Septemder.,

Dr. Spoto has been introducing me to the various officials of the
Guatemalan Public Health Service and to the s#hiefs of the Army groups
with wvhich we shall work, Our preogram has bdeen outlined for them, and
agreements are being signed. The men in their V.D. Program and the Surgeon
General of the Army has even asked if we can set up a treatment program in
the Military Hospital. '

. There is enclosed a copy of the program vhich is to be signed by the
Minister of Health, Var snd "Gobernacién®., The prisen work comes under the
Juarisdiction of the last named department. For purposes of fasilitating
our work here Dr. Spoto believe it very neoessary for us to undertake some
treatment programs. In the army hospital and ia the prison we shall have
excellent facilities for close fellew-up om syphilis. It is prodadle that
observation in their Venereal Disease Hospital will not be so close, so
that our syphilis treatment may be secondary to some genorrhea studies,

It appears that we shenld be abdle to evaluate some syphilis studies using

the bdees wA§ niygure and Dr. Spoto and I sheuld like to try a series using
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300,000 U daily for eleven days vhich will give a group comparable te
that given 40,000 U q2h x 85 which wve also expect to use on others here,
I you approve will yeu please order enough POR for 200 patients, part of
vhich will be used for treatment of gomorrhea.

It sppears that 1t will be at least $wo months before there will be
need of Dr. Harlow so that he is prodadly much more valuable at Staten
Island than here.

In checking through our packing list it seems that there is no
material for acid - proofing the desks and table tops in the firet ship-
ment. If in checking through the record there it is found not to have
been sent could you please send us a sufficient quantity by air express,
for by regular freight it will take over a month and it cannot be secured
here. ‘

We hope too, that the typewriter for this project will be included
in the next shipment, for there is a shortage in this office. Until their
arrival though, I shall use my portadle. By the way, since both regular
mail, parcel post, and freight take 18, 30, and more days respectively,
1t might be well for all cerrespondencs regarding the progran to go alr
mail and for all important, small shipments needed in a mrry to go alr
express or air mail,

Sincerely yours,

Jolm 0, Outler
8.A. Burg., USPHB

Respectfully forwarded

Joseph 8, Spoto
Chief, Oaribbean Sector
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