September 18, 1947

Dear Dr, kahoney;

With respect to the Army plan to study prophylaxis under field
conditicne wea re of the opinion that the test aho 14 be made. We have
as yet no evidence of titevalue iIn syphilis, but as indica:ted in the
other letter sug:estions of 1ts value have begun to appear, But the work
on goncrrhea as indicated inthe complete report Just submitted indicates
avery real protection obtained under ths conditi-ns prevailing. The
low incldence of infection fellowing natural exposure indicates that
the test to which the method was submitted 1s much mecre drastic than
that eccurring under conditione of nurmal exnosure., A study 1s already
under way to determine the efficacy when the prophylactic 1t self admin-
istered at 1 hour after e xposure., In discussing with the group the poss-
ibilitles of securing a larger seriees we n1ave decided upom two rossibilities
The firat would entail using pus to lmoculate our experimerntel groups
lumediately after contact with clean rrostitutes, The second would
require our giving slailar exposure % t»® nmen revcrting for prophylaxis
following liberty. In that way we could work with groupe of ten or
fifteen contrals ana an e qual numbef of treated patlents evary evening.

Of course we sho.ld mot have established freedom from infecticn either in
the exposure or prior to ex osure,b ut the slze of tie cmtroland treated
groups would be great enough to minimize such errors,

We think ttat we have solved the problem of securing ample supplies
of pus as needed, ® r we zhould be able to use our patlents in the hosrital
under treatment for eyphilis, infecting ilhem artificiallj. But beforewe
set up the nlan we sghall lmve tosecure Dr. Tejeda's approval, It hink,
though, that he will apree, Under such ® ndit::ns wiltiiin a few weeks we
co 1d have a group of sevcral hundred patients, contorl and treated,

The physician with whom we work at the Guardia de Honor nas suggested
thatwe glve the method a fleld trial in hies unit, There are 1000 men
living n a fort with only one entraznce; about 150 per day have liberty
between 2 and 8 Pii, and all are now req ired to taks the standsrd army
prophylaxis vhen they return., We do not have Tizures for the expected
rate of infecticn, but I have seen there as many ac ten c ases per week,

We feel tiat the field trial thatyou propose for Italy 1s highly
desirable and @ cessary and should be ¢ arridd on under the supervision ef
the laboratory., I think that Dr. Arnold ie the one whno should undertake
the supervision, first because of the tremendous amount of work that
he has done cn the proparation and second besause I do not think that 1t
wo-ld be wise for me to 2 ave here until we have campletely finished,

Sincerely,
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