'f June 22, 1947

Dear Dr. Mahoney; .

This morning Drw Spoto left for the United states, to a new
assignment in Texas, the nature of which he does not yet know, We
were sorry to see him go, but it is probably better for him;, as he
was not altogather happy here, the less so since his wife's health at
this altitude was ¥orrying him, Dr. MacAnmaloy has received orders to
take over the office, -

I am wrlting thie letter person311§ and unofficlally to ask you
about several very important matters, irst, as you know, it is imper-
ative that the least possible be known and saild about this project, for
a few words to. the wroAag person here, or even at home, might wreck it
or parts of it, We have found out that there has been more talk here
than we like with knowledge of the work turning up in queer plages,

I think that a1l in the office realize the confidential nature, but
with husbands’ and wiveg knowing and with frequent social gatherings
at which especially interesting topics may be discussed it 1s quite
& temptation to talk more than i1s ®ise, The four of us in our project
have carefully discussed the matter and allfeelt hat we should do
all pessible to keep knowledge of our project restricted. Thus I
ghould like to ask your premission to send the detallied reports and
discusclions of our work directly to you and not through any other
person here., In order to confomm to the PASB requirement for monthly
reports we can ¢mntinue to send the barest summaries of or progress,
By the same token, any letters directly respecting our work might be
sent to me thrbough APO if not urgent or elase addressed to me at the
Sanidad Publiea, 9a Ave. Sur y 15 Calle Oriente, Guatemala City., But
;outing latters not of a confidential nature can safely be sent as
efore.

he other ma tter to ask about is the extent of Dr, Soper's
knowlédge of our project. I should like to know for my own information
but We shall tell him as soon as he arrives on July 7 that the less he
talks the better,

When the program was originally set up it was the plan to get the
volunteers at the prdson and to pay them. You are well acguainted with
the reasons why 1t was not thus carried out, Drs, Funes, Harlow, and
I have conslidered the matter carefully and feel that on the basis of
our experience to date and onof our work at the penitentiary which has
resulted, we feel, in confidence in us, that we might approach the colo
and then the priesoners to secure volunteers first for more carefully

troled gonorrhea work and then on syphilis. I feel that I can appri

colonel and the prisoners now on a more or less personal basis with

~isslion of ouwr army experience and say that we stillh ave unanswer
o which could be answered there, Doing it openly instead of

'ar as we had considered would, we feel, zsive ua much more mate

‘v time in which to take advantage of it, I shAll take no st

wawer, but I sincerely feel that with this arproach we shal

~ the long run, and in case there is opposition at any poil

"k traek returning to our original plan with noh arm don
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It i1s unfortunate that we have to work in such a guarded, even
subterranean way, but it seems to be very necessary,

Both of the rabbits which we inoculated with material used for
the first syphilis experiment developed bilateral syphilitic orchitis
subsequent to injection of one testicle with the material immediately
upon preparation and the other with the material at the conalusion of
the experiment., <he number of patients showing serologic evidence of
infection 1s steadily increasing, and I think that this comim; week we
shall have enough material to outline tentatively the results for you,
We feel that the next step should be a control one with patients maving
poth positive and negative cardiolipin rezctions inoculated with normal
rabbit testicular tissue 1ln order to rule ocut non-specific serologic
response to the rabbit protein., Thus we have get up a group which will
be run within the next fiwe days. The last rabbits that Dr. Armold sew
are of no use, for one died about two weeks ago; while the other has to
date shown no signs of ppchitis, so that we can do no more inoculation
wvork until some new rabbits arrive. Since temperature, dilet, eto.
all influence the infection do you think that it mgght be well to
keep t he animal there for the first three weeks of incirbatlon, sending
it when almost ready for use, but notifying us well in advance so as
to give time to prepare the group?

Now that we have the opportunity in the asylum 1t wculd seem well
for us to try the virulenee of Dr. lie Clouds T, cunicull strain if you
80 desire, We can prepare wienever it 1s convenlent for you,

In the laat gonorrhea experiment utilizing natural exposure we use:l
two girls over a four night period with fcur men exposed to them, Each
man had as many contacts &a he wanted durin; the evening so that the toi
time of exposure averaged over ten minutes with most “en nzaving two and
some three exposures, There wasno doubt of the presence of the gcnococ:]
in the women, as that was proven culturally twice each night, but after
two weeks of observation no infeetion developed in any of 16 men, It may
be that the infection had gone too long in the sources, so that we are
getting ready now to expose our men to the infection as early in 1its
course as possible., At the same time, or in the next run we shall uge
alcoRol again, for to date our only succeszs has come in the case of
2 man who had had alcohol prior to exposure., It seems that clandestine
affairs, withrespect to gonorrhea, are safer than ever before imagined,

There is more orammed into these two pages than ought to be, so th:
I had better stop before tiring you, Eliese and I both send our very
best wishes to you and Mrs, Mahoney and hope that you arew ell,

Sincerely.
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