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Center for Deliberative Democracy 
 Deliberative Polling ® 



 Public consultation:  
 Two basic questions 

•Who is consulted? 
 

•What kind of opinion is solicited? 
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 Public Opinion:  
   Three Problems 

•Rational Ignorance 

•Phantom Opinions 

•Selectivity of Sources 
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Key components: 

•Balanced information 

•Small group deliberation 

•Expert Q & As 
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•Random sampling/     
 representative samples 
 
•Control groups who do not 
 deliberate 
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Key components: 
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Projects Around the World 

• Deliberative Polls have been conducted in 21 
countries (plus some additional jurisdictions): 
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, 
China, Denmark, Greece, Ghana, Hungary, Italy, 
Japan, Korea, Macao, the Netherlands, N. Ireland, 
Poland, Thailand, Uganda,  UK, and US. 

• In addition, European-wide with all 27 countries 
(twice) 

• Multiple DPs, in the UK, US, China, Italy, Japan, 
Bulgaria, Australia, Uganda and Hungary. 
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China - April 2005 
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Greek Deliberative Poll for Candidate Selection    
Preliminary Results    June 2006 





Japan (2011)  

• National Project on Pensions 
– Support for the “funded” (private account) system 

decreased from 69 to 35 percent 
– Increase in consumption taxes – Agreement 

increased from 64 to 75 percent and 
Disagreement fell from 32 to 19 percent 



Japan, National DP on Energy 
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     
,   

Community Perceptions
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Most Protestants are
“open to reason” 

Most Catholics are
“open to reason” 

Most Protestants are
“trustworthy” 

Most Catholics are
“trustworthy” 



Bulgaria (2007) 

• National Project on Policies Toward the Roma 
– “The Roma schools should be closed and all the 

children should be transported by buses to their 
school.” Agreement rose from 42 to 66 percent. 

– “Roma schools should be preserved.” Agreement 
fell from 46 to 24 percent. 
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Utility Deliberative Poll 



52%

84%

Time 1 Time 2 17 

Illustrative Preference Changes 
  

Average of 8 Utility Deliberative Polls             Time 1             Time 2 
 
Percentage willing to pay extra for increased   52%  84% 
wind and solar power     
 



Butaleja, Uganda Deliberative Poll 
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Butaleja District Uganda 
Sample Recruitment 

• Random selection of households, random 
selection within households. 

• 232 initial interviews only 11 refusals 
• 217 completed the two day deliberation  
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Policy Attitudes: Butaleja 

67% 

42% 

92% 

46% 
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79% 

Rezoning “high risk areas for no 
settlement”  

Early warning system using text
messaging

Early warning system using sirens

T1
T2
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Policy Attitudes: Butaleja 

94% 

87% 
Support for the government enforcing
the minimum age for marriage of 18

years

T1
T2
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