 research were treated with Penicillin and cured.

Mrs, Eliese S. Cufler
210 South Dallas Avenue
* Pittshurgh PA 15208

une 25, 2011

* Valerie Bonham, Executive Director

Presidential Commission for the Study of
Bioethical Issues

1425 New York Avenue NW, Suite C100

Washington DC* zooos L
ile: ) Guatemala
Dear Ms. Bonham:

This is in response to your letter of May 25% requesting that I sit down with you in the
near future to discuss my personal recollection of the time (1946-1948) that my husband, John C.
Cutler, MD,, and I spent in Guatemala. I must respectfully decline your invitation. I just
celebrated by 94% birthday and am pretty much confined to my home, After receiving your
letter, I met with my attorney, and we both believe that there is no information that can amplify
the detailed records of my late husband now housed at the University of Pittsburgh Library.

My attorney informed me that a lawsuit had recently been instituted by a number of
Guatemalans who were either soldiers who served from 1948 to 1950, their descendents, and an
individual who claimed that as a child was treated in 1960. Recent newspaper articles have
insinuated that testing was done in a prison, an orphanage, and on Guatemalan soldiers. I have
no recollection of any such medical testing other than that conducted in the mental institution.
Furthermore, I believe all such individuals who were infected with Syphilis as part of John’s

I'm sorry I cannot be of any further help. I trust you will be able to complete your work
on this matter without my further involvement, :

Very truly yours,
Eliese S. Cutler

cc; K. Sidney Neuman, Esq.

ND: 4851-2243-7129, v. 1|47268-005
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Eiler, Brian (HHS/PCSBI)

From: Claypool, Lee (GH/OHA/TLR) [LClaypool@usaid.gov]

Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 2:16 PM

To: Bonham, Valerie (HHS/PCSBI)

Cc: Eiler, Brian (HHS/PCSBI)

Subject: RE: Cutler grants

Attachments: Vaginal_contraceptives_for_prophylaxis_against_sexually_transmissable_diseases.pdf;

Studies_on_the_development_of_a_vaginal_preparation_providing_both_prophylaxis_against
venereal _disease_other_genital_infections_and_contraception_|.pdf;

Studies _on_the development of_a_vaginal_preparation_providing_both_prophylaxis_against
venereal _disease_other genltal infections_and_contraception_| (3).pdf;
Studies_on_the_development_of_a_vaginal_preparation_providing_both_prophylaxis_against
_venereal_disease_and_other_genital_infections_and_contracepti.pdf;
Search_for_a_preparation_to_prevent_venereal_disease_and_pregnancy.pdf;
Prophylaxis_in_the_venereal_diseases.pdf;

Development_of a _vaginal_preparation_providing_both_prophylaxis_against_venereal dlsea
se_and_contraception.pdf

Valerie —

In response to your inquiry about USAID funding to Dr. John C. Cutler, | have provided web links (see below) for the
available Progress Reports for Contract No. AID/csd — 2822 and have also attached some relevant publications that
acknowledge this contract or refer to the research that this contract supported.

Contract No. AID/csd — 2822 was for “Research Services Directed Toward the Development of a Combined Agent for
Disease Prophylaxis and Contraception”, beginning June 30, 1970. The contract had an original end date of June 30,
1973, which was subsequently extended to June 30, 1975.

As described in the Progress Reports, the objective of this contract was “to develop a preparation for intravaginal pre-
coital use which will offer protection to the female from both pregnancy and disease and to the male from venereal
disease”. It was proposed to accomplish this objective by a laboratory screening of vaginal contraceptives for
effectiveness against relevant pathogens and by clinical field trials to assess the theoretical and use effectiveness of the
selected preparations.

Pertinent to your inquiry, although the early reports include references to possible clinical work outside of the U.S. (e.g.,
in Jamaica, Guatemala, or Taiwan, in the report for January to June, 1972), the report for July to December 1973 (p 14)
indicates that the contract extension was granted to complete only the local field trial being conducted in the Allegheny
County (Pennsylvania) Health Department and not for additional overseas field trial sites, and that there are no plans
under this contract to involve other countries. It is also noted that proposals for overseas trials have been submitted to
other funding agencies, but | do not have information about these.

It may also be noted in the attached publication entitled “Vaginal Contraceptives for Prophylaxis Against Sexually
Transmissable Diseases”, of 1979, the authors indicate (p181) that two other similar clinical trials were initiated, one in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, using a contraceptive foam, and the other in Bangkok, Thailand, using contraceptive
suppositories, and that both studies were discontinued because of lack of compliance with the protocol by the study
participants. | do not have further information about the source of funding for these trials. The trial in Bangkok may be
the one mentioned in your inquiry.

To my knowledge, the only other work by Dr. Cutler that was supported by USAID, beyond Contract No. AID/csd — 2822,
was as a member of a panel evaluating another USAID agreement in 1979. The report is identified below as PN-AAL-969,
Special Evaluation. | have found no indication of a proposal to USAID or of USAID funding involving Dr. Cutler in the
1980s.
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I hope this information will be helpful. Please let me know if there is anything else in this regard that | can address.

- Lee

Lee E. Claypool, PhD

Bureau for Global Health

U.S. Agency for International Development
Ronald Reagan Building 5.10-23

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20523-3601 (mail)

or 20004 (deliveries)

Phone: (202) 712-0334

E-mail: Iclaypool@usaid.gov

Progress Reports for Contract No. AlD/csd - 2822

PD-ACR-931 Periodic Report

Progress report : research services directed toward
the development of a combinded agent for disease
prophylaxis and contraception, contract no.
AID/csd-2822, June 30, 1970-December 31, 1970

University of Pittsburgh. Graduate School of Public
Health

15Jan 1971 [28 p.]

http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf docs/PDACR931.pdf (384 KB)

PD-ACR-932  Periodic Report

Progress report : research services directed toward
the development of a combinded agent for disease
prophylaxis and contraception, contract no.
AID/csd-2822, June 30, 1971-December 31, 1971

University of Pittsburgh. Graduate School of Public
Health

15Jan 1972 [79 p.]

http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf docs/PDACR932.pdf (1,190 KB)

PD-ACR-933  Periodic Report

Report summary : research services directed toward the '
development of a combinded agent for disease
prophylaxis and contraception, contract no.
AID/csd-2822, January 1, 1972 to june 30, 1972

University of Pittsburgh. Graduate School of Public
Health

[Jul 1972] [26 p.]

http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf docs/PDACR933.pdf (365 KB)

PD-ACR-934  Periodic Report

Progress report : research services directed toward
the development of a combinded agent for disease
prophylaxis and contraception, contract no.
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AID/csd-2822, June 30, 1972-December 31, 1972
University of Pittsburgh. Graduate School of Public
Health

15 Jan 1973 [36 p.]
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf docs/PDACR934.pdf (550 KB)

PD-ACR-935 Periodic Report

Progress report : research services directed toward
the development of a combinded agent for disease
prophylaxis and contraception, contract no.
AID/csd-2822, January 1, 1973-June 30, 1973

University of Pittsburgh. Graduate School of Public
Health

15 Jul 1973 [35 p.]
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf docs/PDACR935.pdf (437 KB)

PD-ACR-936 Periodic Report

Progress report : research services directed toward
the development of a combinded agent for disease
prophylaxis and contraception, contract no.
AID/csd-2822, July 1, 1973-December 31, 1973

University of Pittsburgh. Graduate School of Public
Health

[Jan 1974] [30 p.]
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf docs/PDACR936.pdf (385 KB)

PD-ACR-937 Periodic Report

Progress report : research services directed toward
the development of a combinded agent for disease
prophylaxis and contraception, contract no.
AID/csd-2822, January 1, 1974-June 30, 1974

University of Pittsburgh. Graduate School of Public
Health

15Jul 1974 [34 p.]
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf docs/PDACR937.pdf (432 KB)

Evaluation Report for USAID, 1979

PN-AAL-969 Special Evaluation

Evaluation of HEW/OIH/AID resources support services
agreement (RSSA)

Cutler, John; MacCorquodale, Donald W.; et al.

USAID. Bur. for Development Support. Ofc. of Health

1979 [8 p.]

http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf docs/PNAALI69.pdf (221 KB)
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From: Bonham, Valerie (HHS/PCSBI) [mailto:Valerie.Bonham@hhs.gov]
Sent: Friday, July 29, 2011 7:10 PM

To: Claypool, Lee (GH/OHA/TLR)

Cc: Eiler, Brian (HHS/PCSBI)

Subject: Cutler grants

Dear Lee:

As you know, the Presidential Commission for the Study of Bioethical Issues, at the direction
of the President, is investigating US-funded sexually transmitted disease studies led by Dr.
John. C. Cutler in Guatemala in the late 194@s.

As we have turned our attention to Dr. Cutler’s later activities, and as discussed with you
some time of.in his later career, we have learned that he applied, and in some cases
received, a number of USAID grants for studies concerning the prevention and treatment of
sexually transmitted diseases. Some information on these studies is below.

With this additional information, can you please have AID provide the Commission any and all
records related to grants issued to, and grant applications received from, Dr. John Cutler.
These records may include, but are not limited to, information related to the following
grants:

e A Study of the Use of a Vaginal Contraceptive, Conceptrol Cream, as a Prophylaxis
against Gonorrhea. AID grant number: AID/csd 2882. (June 30, 1970);

e A Study on the Evaluation of Lorophen for Prophylaxis Against Gonorrhea in Females
(Bangkok, Thailand 1975-77);

e A proposal for research in Korea (1973); and
A proposal: Effects of a Vaginal Contraceptive Approved by the FDA and Used as
Directed for Contraceptive Purposes in Preventing infection of the female by N.
Gonorrhea and/or C. Trachomatis (dates unknown, perhaps circa 1983) [perhaps
funded in part by the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development]:

We remain under an extremely tight deadline and must deliver our report at the end of
August. Please connect with Brian Eiler on this matter as soon as possible and provide
responsive information by August 5, 2011. Attached, if needed, please find a copy of the
President’s charge, which asks the Commission to undertake a “thorough fact-finding”
investigation.

If you have any questions regarding this information request, please contact Brian Eiler
(brian.eiler@bioethics.gov or 202-233-3979). Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Many, many thanks,
Val

Valerie Bonham, JD

Executive Director

Presidential Commission for the Study of Bioethical Issues
1425 New York Avenue, NW

Suite C-100

Washington, DC 20005

Phone: (202) 233-3960
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AFFIDAVIT

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

SS:
County of Mentgomery ;

Before me, the undersigned notary public, this day, personally appeared _ Molly Stejskal,

to me known (or satisfactorily proven), who acknowledged herself to be the _ Vice

President of _ CETRA,Inc. , acorporation, and that she as such officer, being

authorized to do so, executed the foregoing instrument for the purpose therein contained
by signing the name of the corporation by herself as Vice President. On behalf of said
corporation, she attests that the attached translations of the documents "CTLR 0000572-
73.pdf", "Notebook 4 14-16.pdf", "Notebook 4 21-23.pdf" and "Notebook 4 83.pdf" from
Spanish into English dated July 28, 2011, are accurate, true, and complete to the best of
her knowledge and ability.

U Ll

(AFFIANT

In witness hereof, I hereunto set my hand and official seal.

(S

(NOTARY PUBLIC)

NOTARIAL SEAL
SARAN POTTS
Notary Public
CHELTENHAM TWP, MONTGOMERY COUNTY
My Commission Expires Feb 19, 2014
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CETRA

Language Solutions

Our word, your peace of mind.

AFFIDAVIT

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania | SS:
County of Montgomery '
Before me, the undersigned notary public, this day, personally appeared __Jiri Stejskal, to

me known (or satisfactorily proven), who acknowledged himself to be the __President

of _ CETRA,Inc. , acorporation, and that he as such officer, being authorized to do

so, executed the foregoing instrument for the purpose therein contained by signing the
name of the corporation by himself as President. On behalf of said corporation, he
attests that the attached translation of the "CTLR" and "Notebook" documents from

Spanish into English dated July 20, 2011, is accurate, true, and complete to the best of his

knowledge and ability.

(AFFIANT)

In witness hereof, I hereunto set my hand and official seal.

%LAAA/ 62?#2)
(NOTARY PUBLIC)

/

NOTARIAL SEAL
SARAN POTTS
Notary Public
CHELTENHAM TWP, MONTGOMERY COUNTY
My Commission Expires Feb 19, 2014

7804 Montgomery Ave., Suite 10 - Elkins Park, PA 19027 - USA - 215.635.7090 - 888.281 . WORD - fax 215.635.6610 - WWW.CETRA.COM
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Press Articles Related To The Second Congress
Of Venereal Disease In Central America, Hosted

By Guatemala In 1948, And Other Associated
Information.

By
Martin Rangel
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Headline:
Newspaper:

Date:
Keywords:

Notes:

1) Ias enfermedades vens

“Second Congress of Venereology on
the 25th”.

“El Imparcial”.

April 5th, 1948,

United States, Mexico, Cuba, Central
America, venereal disease, Luis F. Galich,
syphilis, penicillin, prostitution, infancy,
gonorrhea.

Two parts article in two different pages.
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Date:
Keywords:

Notes:
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“Barberena Under Sanitary Action”.
“El Imparcial”.

April 8th, 1948.

Doctor Luis F. Galich, sanitary program,
information, typhus, malaria.

Two parts article in two different pages.

The contents of this article do not relate directly
to the congress, although it mentions the type of
work Doctor Galich did in Guatemala.
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Headline:

Newspaper:

Date:
Keywords:

Notes:
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“Superior Drug to Penicillin”.

“El Imparcial™.

April 20th, 1948.

Chicago, North American Chemist
Association, new and powerful drug,
Stanford, Doctor Robert, Polimixina,
diarrheaq, typhus, gastric infection.
None.

Headline:

Newspaper:

Date:
Keywords:

Notes:

“Cobalt Makes Four Times Stronger
the Power of Penicillin”.

“El Imparcial”.

April 19th, 1948.

Washington, experiments, University of
California.

None.
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Headline:
Newspaper:
Date:
Keywords:

Notes:

“El Salvador and Panama Coming to the Congress of Venereology”.
“El Imparcial”.

April 22nd, 1948,

El Salvador, Panama, Eduardo Barrientos,

Salvador G. Aguilar, Roberto Caceres

Bustamate, juan José Rodriguez, Alberto Bissot Jr.

None.
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Newspaper:  “El Imparcial”.

Date: April 24th, 1948.

Keywords: Treatment of syphilis with penicillin, Central { . ©) Resuitado o
America, Panama, Bernardo Aldana, Public Health ﬁ%ﬁ“;n‘g};ﬁiﬁ? ¥ est
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Venereal Disease Training and Research Center,

arsenotherpy, prostitution, infancy and

venereal disease, social problems, gonorrhea,

psychiatry, neurosyphilis, intensive treatments.
Notes: Two parts article in two different pages.
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Headline:
Newspaper:
Date:
Keywords:

Notes:

ité orgamzadov
pais y ofro daleo“

Em’lac‘o averen el aud

e la sanidad publica; lo- s
& han de eféctliarse 1as
deh‘)erac lones, “con - la asistencia |

“Congress of Venereology Starts Its Activities: Science of the Isthmus”.

“El Imparcial”.

April 27th, 1948.

Doctor Luis Galich, Guatemala, Roberto Bustamante, El Salvador, Alberto Bissot,
Panama, Juan Mejia, Honduras, Carlos Martinez Durdn, Bernardo Aldana, Minister
of Public Health, Alejandro Palomo Recinos. Joseph S. Spoto, U.S. Public Health
Service, Doctor R. C. Arnold associated director of the Venereal Disease Training
and Research Center, Marine Hospital, Colonel Guitman.

Two parts article in two different pages.
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Headline:

“Diagnosis Systems to the Congress of Venereal

Disease”.
Newspaper:  “El Imparcial”.
Date: April 29th, 1948.
Keywords: Blood tests, Doctor Luis Galich, american system

for syphilis diagnosis, Doctor John C. Cutler,
penicillin experiments, agreement, unification of
diagnostic systems.

Notes: None.
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Headline: “Congress of Venereology

Starts”.
Newspaper:  “La Hora”.
Date: April 26th, 1948,

Keywords: Minister of Public Health
Bernardo Aldana.

Notes: Two parts article in two
different pages.
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Headline: “Delegates to a Tropical Disease Congress”.
Newspaper:  “La Hora”.

Date: April 29th, 1948.

Keywords: Washington, Luis Galich, Rodolfo Calderén.
Notes: None.

Headline: “Syphilis Already Curable in Just Four Days”.
Newspaper:  “La Hora”.

Date: April 29th, 1948.

Keywords: Il Congress of Venereololgy, Doctor Arnold.
Notes: None.
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Press Articles Of Guatemalan Newspapers Related To The
Medical Experiments Conducted By The United States In
Guatemala During The 40’s Decade, And Other Associated
Information.

By Martin Rangel
August, 2011

Introduction

In October 2010 the government of the United States recognized that from 1946 to 1948
American doctors carried out a series of experiments with Guatemalan individuals, that consisted in the
manipulated contagion of gonorrhea and syphilis, to observe the development of the diseases and to
prove the action of penicillin and other antibiotics. The individuals never consented to participate, and
they were systematically chosen from social minorities or social outcasts: prostitutes, inmates, mentally ill,
and orphans. The United States government publicly apologized for these acts, and since the discovery
of the archives related to the experiments an investigation is being conducted.

Joined to that effort we present this report, that is the result of a short but very interesting re-
search in the Guatemalan newspapers of 1948. Specifically we were commissioned to search for news
articles of that year related to the Second Congress of Venereal Diseases in Central America that took
place in Guatemala, a list of names linked to the event and the experiments, and detailed maps of Gua-
temala City of the late forties. The research was carried out mainly in Hemeroteca General (General
Newspaper Archive), a section of the National Library of Guatemala. The newspapers consulted were
“La Hora”, “El Imparcial”, and “Diario de Centro America”. Considering time constraints, this part of the
research was successful. In this report are included 32 news clips, that were carefully selected from a
larger number for its relevance to the topics of the research. The methodology consisted first to sample
the universe of newspapers by trimester: we started with “La Hora” from January to March of 1948, and
then we proceeded with “El Imparcial” from April to June of the same year. Once the articles of the con-
gress were located, we inspected the other two newspapers on the same trimester to get as many articles
as we could get. To make an efficient use of the time available we focused primarily on the congress and
list of names given, however we found several articles that aren’t directly associated to the topics of the
research but can give us an aid to understand why the experiments happened in Guatemala. Those ar-
ticles are included in this report. Once located, we took pictures of the articles with a digital camera, then
the pictures were edited using a proper software for the purpose, and finally pasted in a digital docu-
ment. Accompanying every article it's its source, year, keywords, and a brief description of the contents,
with literal translations when it was necessary. The names were copied exactly the way they were written
by the reporters in 1948, so it can be little inconsistencies with the list given to the author of this report.

We were less successful with the maps. We found just one from 1925, and a reprint of other from
1964. Due to time constraints we were not able to look for more. We located the places given in a list
on the map of 1964, since this has a modern format, and relates better to the Guatemala City of late
forties.
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Headline: “Our Medical-Social Problem Of Insanity”,
Newspaper: “La Hora".

Date: January 10th, 1948.

Keywords: Dr. Cesar Castillo Lépez, insanity, psychiatrist, eugenics specialist, social
assistance, alienated people {metally ill), prophylactic campaign, Clifford W. Beers.

. Notes: Two parts article in two different pages. It was originally written in El Salvador

d| in 1947 then reedited in Guatemala in 1948. In this article, Salvadorian Doctor Cesar

Castillo calls the attention of the Salvadorian authorities on the topics of insanity as

- | a medical-social problem. He remarks that each year he sees an alarming increasing
‘| number of insane people in the range age of puberty to 30 years old. He proposes as

-~ solution “to implement drastic eugenics measures to improve our race”, and to improve
_ nutrition and hygienic conditions, among other suggestions.
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Headline: “The Hospice Is Worth Visiting”.

Newspaper: “La Hora”.

Date: February 12th, 1948.

Keywords: Cleanliness, order, politics, huge number of orphans.

Notes: This is clip is not an article, is advertisement of what appears to be a real
state agency called “El Martillo” (The Hammer). The owner of the agency mixes
social conscience with business (2): First calls the attention of those “who manage
the finances of the country” towards the necessity of raising the hospice building
to two or three story more to accommodate more children; then he advertises the
houses and chalets he has available for rent.
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Headline: “National Day-Care And Children Meal Centers. The Only Positive
Work That Is Conducted In The Country. Part 1-Social Crusade”.
Newspaper: “La Hora".

Date: February 13th, 1948,

Keywords: Society, stratification, classes, problems, public welfare.

Notes: This article is an introduction to a series of articles that deal with the
creation and development of the national day-care and children meal centers
that were created during the first government after the revolution of 1944,
These articles are a chronicle of the development of said institutions. Part 1 in
particular recognizes the value of charities.
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Headline: “If | Was A Representative Of The FP.L. ..."

Newspaper: “La Hora”.

Date: February 14th, 1948.

Keywords: Congress, National Hospice.

Notes: Again an advertisement of what appears to be a real state agency
called “El Martillo” (The Hammer). Again the owner of the agency mixes social
conscience with business (2): This time he calls the attention of the representatives
in the Congress to present a motion to rise the hospice building to two or three
story more to accommodate more children; then he advertises his business.
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Headline: “National Day-Care And Children Meal Centers. The Only
Positive Work That Is Conducted In The Country. Part 2-The Effect
Of The Revolution In Guatemalan Environment. Part 3-Protection Of
Children”.

Newspaper: “La Hora”.

Date: February 14th, 1948.

Keywords: Revolution, growing necessities, population growth, the
children of the poor.

Notes: This article goes together with Part 1 as an introduction to
a series of articles that deal with the creation and development of
the national day-care and children meal centers. Part 2 specifically
deals with how the revolution of ‘44 highlighted the social problems
that were ignored by the old regimens, and Part 3 documents the
background of the social problems related to childhood.
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Headline: “Neuropsychiatric Hospital. Civil And Criminal Psychiatry Conference”.
Newspaper: “La Hora".

Date: February 16th, 1948.

Keywords: Dr. Henry M. Baker.

Notes: Announcement and invitation to the conference of Dr. Baker “Civil And Criminal
Psychiatry” sponsored by Neuropsychiatric Hospital Of Guatemala, as part of the course
in improvement of neuropsychiatry and psychoanalysis.
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Headline: “National Day-Care And Children Meal Centers. The Only Positive Work That Is
Conducted In The Country. Part 4-Previous Meetings For An Organization”.

Newspaper: “La Hora".

Date: February 16th, 1948.

Keywords: Planning, Elisa Martinez de Arevalo.

Notes: This article is a chronicle of the first meeting for the organization of the national
day-care. This first meeting, and the general project that started with it, was orchestrated
by the first lady of the first government after the revolution of ‘44, Mrs. Elisa Martinez de
Arevalo. According to the extract of the speech she gave in this meeting, included in this
article, the plan was to open a day-care system for the children of the women that worked in
the open markets, and after that to create maternity houses for poor women, and collective
homes for the children of inmates, mental patients, and parents with contagious diseases.
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Headline: “National Day-Care And Children Meal Centers. The Only
Positive Work That Is Conducted In The Country. Part 7-Initiation Of The
Work. Part 8-Opening Of The First Day-Care”.

Newspaper: “La Hora”.

Date: February 18th, 1948.

Keywords: Government, national day-care, regulations, indigent
children, Mrs. Arevalo, chalet “Villa Olga”.

Notes: Another chronicle of the process to create a national day-care
system. Mrs. Arevalo established that it was a priority to create the
national day-care and the children meal centers, and that these two
had to protect more than 15,000 children. The first day-care was open
on September 3rd, 1945, in a chalet called “Villa Olga” that was fixed
and painted for the purpose (in Guatemala a chalet was a summer house
located in the outskirts of the city).
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Headline: “Conference Of Psychiatrist Dr. Baker”.
Newspaper: “La Hora”.

Date: February 21th, 1948,

Keywords: Dr. Henry M. Baker, sex, pathology,
crime,

Notes: little article announcing and inviting to the
conference of Dr. Baker “Sexual Delinquents And
Psychopathic Personalities”.
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Headline: “If | Was Ministry Of Social Assistance...”.

Newspaper: “La Hora”.

Date: March 8th, 1948.

Keywords: Children, orphans.

Notes: Another advertisement of “El Martillo”. Again the owner mixes social
conscience with business (2): This time he calls the attention of the Ministry of
Social Assistance on the issue that children with irresponsible parents are using
the facilities of the national hospice, taking the space that corresponds to real
orphans. Then he advertises his business: “El Martillo at your service”.
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Headline: “Second Congress of Venereology on the 25th, Observers Will
Attend From U.S., Mexico, And Cuba, And Central American Countries”.
Newspaper: “El Imparcial”.

Date: April 5th, 1948.

Keywords: United States, Mexico, Cuba, Central America, venereal
disease, Luis F. Galich, syphilis, penicillin, prostitution, infancy, gonorrhea.
Notes: Two parts article in two different pages. This article is an
announcement of the congress, and remarks its importance for the fight
against venereal diseases in Guatemala. It indicates that Luis Galich
was the secretary of the Congress. Also lists the topics to be discussed
in the event, among which may be cited the valuation of penicillin in the
treatment of syphilis, valuation of arsenotherapy, and venereal diseases
in childhood.
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Headline: “Second Congress of Venereology At The End Of The This
Month”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: April 5th, 1948.

Keywords: United States, Mexico, Cuba, Central America.

Notes: Congress announcement indicating the participating countries.
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Headline: “Intensive Health Plan Tested In Barberena”
Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”

Date: April 8th, 1948.

Keywords: Barberena, vaccine application, public health service,
first experiment, Luis Galich.

Notes: Two parts article on two different pages. This paper reports
the health plan applied to the small town of Barberena, southern
Guatemala. In Barberena the plan was still experimental since the
public health authorities wanted to try in small towns the strategies
for the plan before it went on national scale.
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More notes: According to the paper the medics found a high
rate of intestinal parasitism, malaria, influenza and malnutrition.
Venereal diseases were going to be reported in special registers.
This registers were going to be complemented with blood samples
taken in Barberena and tested in Guatemala City. After the results
of this process a specialist was going to be sent back to the town
to treat the cases.

Fundamental parts of the plan were the creation of a precise

& sanitary statistic for the authorities, specialists, and the university;
nicinios B
del pdificio de la escueld & Tn axtadistica k?cluye pla.nos ¢

cliana a alfopariante hacer | 15s Gbras do saneatmients por Tes and to widely spread information on the topics of health and
edio de \;.unaa entre’ piezas gy

sehombemdion) & prevention. In Barberena the second was done through movies,
n‘iﬁ“ﬁ?@g&fén extraords bien adz|  speakers, and fliers, among other media. At the end of the article

. 2 e . Dr. Galich, who was the director of the public health service at
the time, is quoted as saying that a sanitary campaign is more
economical and perhaps more useful than the construction of big
hospitals, as it fights disease at its source and prevents the arrival

of patients to the hospitals.
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Headline: “Barberena Under Sanitary Action”.

Newspaper: “El Imparcial”.

Date: April 8th, 1948.

Keywords: Doctor Luis F. Galich, sanitary program, information
campaign, typhus, malaria.

Notes: Two parts article in two different pages. It basically contents the
same information of the paper in Diario de Centro America on the topics
of the health plan applied in Barbereng, but it's shorter. However it adds
that the plan, after two months of its starts, would extent to Guazacapan,
Taxisco, Chiquimulilla, all in southern Guatemala, and Flores in Central
Peten (Northern Guatemala).
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Headline: “A Great Event Will Be The Congress Of Venereology
Eminent Doctors From Other Countries Will Attend, As well”.
Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: April 15th, 1948.

Keywords: Central American Countries, The U.S.,, Cuba, Mexico,
Panama, venereal disease, prostitution, syphilis, Dr. Joseph Spoto.
Notes: This paper announces the congress, giving details about some
of the doctors that were going to attend, and some of the activities
scheduled for the event. Doctors mentioned are: Chediak, a Cuban that
discovered a reaction for the diagnosis of syphilis; Frizo Pots, a Cuban
psychiatrist that studied deeply the problem of prostitution; Arnold, an
American known for his work on the treatment of syphilis with penicillin;
and Joseph Spoto, an American who was the head of the Pan American
Sanitary Bureau of Guatemala.

An interesting activity scheduled was a contest that consisted in a prize
money for the teacher that developed the best sex education class
for students of the last year of grammar school. There was going to
be also an exposition of pharmaceutical products, surgical instruments,
and medical books.
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Headline: “Organization Of The Public Health And Social Assistance Ministry”. Part 1.
Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: April 17th, 1948,

Keywords: None.

Notes: This scheme details the organization of the Guatemalan Health Ministry in 1948
The position of Dr. Galich in the organization of the ministry is marked in red.
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Headline: “Organization Of The Public Health And Social Assistance Ministry”. Part 2.
Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: April 17th, 1948.

Keywords: None.

Notes: This scheme details the organization of the Guatemalan Health Ministry in 1948.
The Section of Venereology and Annexed Hospital is marked in red, and in orange is
marked the Neuropsychiatric Hospital.
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Headline: “Organization Of The Public Health And Social Assistance Ministry”. Part 3.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: April 17th, 1948.

Keywords: Organization, planning, sanitary work, tuberculosis, technical organization.

Notes: This is the accompanying text to the scheme of the organization of the Guatemalan Health
Ministry in 1948. It remarks the importance of the work of the ministry of health, and mentions that
this ministry had been forgotten by the past tyranny (that was overthrew by the revolution of ‘44) and
how now, after just three years, the ministry had reached | high level of organization. It details how the
new organization made more efficient the work of authorities, doctors, and nurses.
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Headline: “Cobalt Makes Four Times Stronger The
Power Of Penicillin”,

Newspaper: “El Imparcial”.

Date: April 19th, 1948.

Keywords: Washington, experiments, University of
California.

Notes: A litile article covering the announcement that
did the North American Pharmaceutical Association
about that the bactericidal properties of penicillin
could be made two or four times stronger by adding
tiny quantities of cobalt chloride. The experiments
were made by the University of California.

Headline: “Superior Drug To Penicillin”.
Newspaper: “El Imparcial”.
Date: April 20th, 1948.

Keywords: Chicago, North American Chemical Association, new
and powerful drug, Doctor Robert, polymyxin, diarrheq, typhus,

gastric infection.

Notes: This article informs about a new drug called Polymyxin
that was stronger than penicillin and could perform “almost miracle
cures”. This information was revealed by Dr. Robert to the North

American Chemical Association.
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Headline: “Second Antivenereal Congress On The 25th”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: April 22nd, 1948.

Keywords: Public health service, venereal disease, EI Salvador, Panama.
Notes: Two parts article in two different pages. A congress announcement, that
remarks the participation of Doctors Eduardo Barrientos, Salvador G. Aguilar,
Roberto Caceres Bustamante y Juan Jose Rodriguez from El Salvador, and from
Panama Dr. Alberto Bissat Jr. chief of the division of social hygiene of said
country.
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Headline: “El Salvador And Panama Coming To The Congress Of Venereology”.

Newspaper: “El Imparcial”.

Date: April 22nd, 1948.

Keywords: El Salvador, Panama, Eduardo Barrientos, Salvador G. Aguilar, Roberto Caceres Bustamate,
Juan José Rodriguez, Alberto Bissot Jr.

Notes: This article reports that just El Salvador and Panama had responded accepting the invitation
that Guatemala did to the Central American countries to participate in the congress. Is mentioned the
participation of Doctors Eduardo Barrientos, Salvador G. Aguilar, Roberto Caceres Bustamante y Juan
Jose Rodriguez from El Salvador, and from Panama Dr. Alberto Bissot Jr. chief of the division of social
hygiene of said country.
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Headline: “Congress Of Venereology Of The Isthmus To be Inaugurated.
Delegations Arrive; Treatment Of Syphilis With Penicillin; Speeches”.
Newspaper: “El Imparcial”.

Date: April 24th, 1948.

Keywords: Treatment, syphilis, penicillin, Central America, Panama,
arsenctherapy, prostitution, social problems.

Notes: Two parts article in two different pages. It reports the arrival
of delegations from Central America, with the exception of Nicaraguaq,
and how was going to develop the opening act of the congress. Informs
also that part of the scheduled activities were visits to the Hospitals of
Guatemala including the Prophylaxis Hospital, and lists the topics to be
discussed, among which may be cited the valuation of penicillin in the

treatment of syphilis, valuation of arsenotherapy, and venereal diseases
in childhood.
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Headline: “Opening Of The Congress Of Venereology”.
Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: April 26th, 1948.

Keywords: Opening act, Bernardo Aldana.

Notes: A little chronicle of the first day of the congress. During
the morning the delegates presented their credentials. The opening
act was scheduled at 17 o'clock, and the Ministry of Public Health
and Social Assistance, Doctor Bernardo Aldana, was going to salute
the participants of the event and to declare the congress officially
opened.
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Headline: “Congress Of Venereology Inaugurated”.
Newspaper: “La Hora”.

Date: April 26th, 1948,

Keywords: Minister of Public Health Bernardo Aldana.
Notes: Two parts article in two different pages. It
reports briefly the schedule of the opening day.
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Headline: “Congress Of Venereology Starts lts Activities: Science Of The isthmus”.

Newspaper: “El Imparcial”.

Date: April 27th, 1948.

Keywords: Doctor Joseph Spoto, Doctor R. C. Arnold, Juan M. Funes, Dr. Sancha Levitan.

Notes: Two parts article in two different pages. Footnote “..we offer from left to right: Doctor Luis G. Galich, from
Guatemala; Alberto Vissot, from Panama; Juan Meijia, from Honduras; Carlos Martinez Duran, rector of San Carlos
University of Guatemala; Bernardo Aldana, Minister of Public Health and Social Assistance of Guatemala, Alejandro
Palomo Recinos, president of organizing committee; Joseph S. Spoto, from the U.S.; Colonel Guttman, from the same
country and other delegate”.

A chronicle of the first day of the congress written a day after. This time the newspaper reported the presence in the
event of Doctor Joseph Spoto, who was a the time second chief of the Division of Venereal Diseases of the Public Health
Service of the U.S.; Doctor R. C. Arnold associated director of the Venereal Disease Training and Research Center, Marine
Hospital; Colonel Guttman, delegate of the forces of land, sea, and air of the U.S., Doctor Luis Galich and Doctor Juan
M. Funes as representatives of Guatemala, among others. Of Doctor Spoto is mentioned some biographical data, and
among other information that he started the program of control of venereal diseases in Central America, and that he was
a pioneer of the nutrition institute of Central America.

An interesting aspect of the first day was that San Carlos University gave away 50 reprinted copies of an study of
syphilis written by Doctor Mariano Padilla in 1881. According to the reporter, on the 27th Dr. Levitan was going to give
a conference about the diagnosis of syphilis.
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Headline: “Congress Will Have Sessions”. Second part of the
article “Congress Of Venereology Starts lts Activities: Science
Of The Isthmus”.

Newspaper: “El Imparcial”.

Date: April 27th, 1948

MISC 0000568



Headline: “New Department In The Neuropsychiatric Hospital”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: April 27th, 1948.

Keywords: Dr. Ricardo Ponce, speech.

Notes: Two parts article in two different pages of the newspaper; in this report is just included one part.
Footnote: “Below: Room of the service of admission and classification of the neuropsychiatric hospital. Above:
Dr. Ricardo Ponce, who received the appointment as first director of the new department giving his speech.
Seated are shown from left to right: doctor Vicente Martinez, medic of the neuropsychiatric hospital, doctor
Bustamante, delegate for El Salvador to the Il Central American Congress of Venereology, doctor Guillermo
Balz, general director of social assistance and the wife of the representative of Panama to the Congress of
Venereology, dactor Alberto Bissot.”
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Headline: “Delegates To The Congress Of Venereology Visit Hospitals Of Guatemala City”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: April 28th, 1948.

Keywords: Visit, venereal disease, hospitals, Dr. Levitan.

Notes: This is a chronicle of the visits made by the participants of the congress to the hospitals where venereal diseases
were treated and controlled in Guatemala City. The first place visited was the Sexual Prophylaxis Hospital, also called
“Rapid Treatment Center”, where 120 women were treated. The patients were divided in two services: registered
prostitutes, and honest women that were victims of contagion. According to the arficle the hospital had very good
facilities, although it lacked a room for those patients whose disease was in advanced stage.
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More Notes: The second place visited was the Municipal Clinic Number 3.
Of recent construction, the clinic was supported mainly by the Municipality
of Guatemala City (the article says that 75% of the necessary money came
from said institution), nevertheless it was controlled by the Public Health
Service. Next place was San Jose Hospital. In this hospital Dr. Fernando
Cordero exposed to the visitors a very difficult case of syphilis which had
caused blindness in the patient, a woman. On this regard, Salvadorian
doctor J. J. Rodriguez mentioned that in the hospital where he worked they
had two similar cases to the said woman, however after the autopsy they
found that the cases were caused by brain abscesses. Both doctors agreed
to discuss the topic later. In this hospital Dr. Levitan made brief comments on
surgical cases presented to the visiting group.

Last place to visit was the Military Hospital. In this hospital, the room of
venereology was in charge of Dr. J. C. Cutler, who also was the head of the
Research Laboratory of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau of Guatemala.
Dr. Cutler said that the most common case in the room was the soft chancre,
and that it was treated with sulfathiazole for 8 to 10 days. According to the
article Dr. Cutler worked for free in the Military Hospital.
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Headline: “Delegates To The Congress Of Venereology Visit Hospital Roosevelt”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: April 29th, 1948.

Keywords: Visit, Bernardo Aldana, Inter-American Cooperative Service of Public Health.

Notes: This article reports the visit made by the participants of the congress to the Hospital Roosevelt, that was still in
construction in 1948. The engineers in charge of the project were from the Inter-American Cooperative Service of Public
Health, and the president of the technical committee was Dr. Bernardo Aldana (also Minister of Public Health and Social
Assistance). The rest of the article describes the stage of the construction of the building as it was by the date of the
visit, among other information related to the development of the project. At the end, the new hospital is declared “a
barrier for the migration to the U.S.” because of its modernity and predicted efficiency it was going to be the solution
for those Latin Americans that had to travel to the U.S. to treat their conditions and diseases.
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Headline: “Delegados al...”. Second part of the article
“Delegates To The Congress Of Venereology Visit Hospital
Roosevelt”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: April 29th, 1948,
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Headline: “Diagnosis Systems To The Congress Of Venereal Disease. Tests
With Penicillin Yield Good Results; Delegates From The Isthmus To Accept
Agreement”.

Newspaper: “El Imparcial”.

Date: April 29th, 1948.

Keywords: Serological pattern, Doctor Luis Galich, American diagnosis system,
Doctor John C. Cutler

Notes: This article reports that one of the main objectives of the congress was to
use the serological pattern of syphilis to standardize blood tests, in an effort to
unify the American diagnosis system with Central America. Dr. Galich announced
that Guatemala had been one of the first to accept the American system, and
stated that the diagnosis of syphilis in Guatemala was identical to that made by
the American Public Health Service. The proposal to unify the system was made
by Dr. Cutler. Finally Galich said that tests with penicillin were being made, with
great results, fo prove if primary syphilis could be cured with just one dose, as it
was done with great success in the U.S. .
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Headline: “Syphilis Already Curable In Just Four Days”.
Newspaper: “La Hora”.

Date: April 29th, 1948.

Keywords: Il Congress of Venereololgy, Doctor Arnold.

Noftes: Little article that reports the announcement that Dr.
Arnold did to the congress, that syphilis was already curable in
four days, and that the specialists were working on a treatment
that consisted in just one dose of medicine. He also stated that
venereal granuloma could be cure in few days with the use of
streptomycin.

Headline: “Delegates to a Tropical Disease Congress”.
Newspaper: “La Hora”.

Date: April 29th, 1948,

Keywords: Washington, Luis Galich, Rodolfo Calderon.
Notes: A little announcement of the travel that Dr. Luis Galich
and Dr. Rodolfo Calderon were going to do to the capital city
of the U.S., Washington, to attend to a congress of tropical
diseases. It was going to be an Inter-American congress, with
the aim fo create a permanent group of delegates to improve
the methods of control of tropical diseases.
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Headline: “Closing Of The Second Congress Of Venereology, This Afternoon” and “Closing...”.
Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: April 30th, 1948.

Keywords: Closing, lil Congress of Venereology of Central America, Dr. Arnold, Dr. Mahony.

Notes: This article announces the official closing of the Il congress, and reports that in the last session it was
going to be selected the organizing committee for the Ill congress and the place for its realization. Also
during the last session, recommendations for the Central American nation regarding the control of venereal
diseases were going to be read. The reporter praises the papers presented in the congress, and as the
newspaper waited for the official memory of the event, he mentions the following: the paper on the psycho-
bio-social causes of prostitution, written by Cuban Dr. Friso Pots, but read by Dr. Juan Funes in the absence
of the first; the treatment of syphilis with penicillin by Dr. Arnold, that he co-discovered with Dr. Mahony; and
the quite interesting study of sanitary control of venereal diseases in the Hospital of Santa Tecla made by
Salvadorian doctors. After the last session there was going to be a banquet, and the next early morning the
participants were going to travel fo the city of Quetzaltenango (western highlands of Guatemala) to visit
hospitals, and enjoy social activities.
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Headline: “Dr. Galich Goes To Washington”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: May 4th, 1948.

Keywords: Washington, Luis Galich, Rodolfo Calderon.

Notes: Another announcement of the travel of Dr. Luis Galich to
Woashington, DC to attend the congress of tropical diseases. It
reports also that Galich was going to seek an extension for the
existence of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau in Guatemala
until after 1950.
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Relevant sites in Guatemala City that are related to medical experiments conducted in the late 40's:
Barrakes of the Guardia de Honor (intersection 5a. avenida and 8a. calle).

The Asylum (Corner 1a avenida y 12 calle).

Orphanage {16 calle 3-61, Zona 1).

Direccion General de Servicios de Salud (9a. avenida 14-65, Zona 1).

Veneral Disease and Sexual Prophylaxis Hospital (intersection 10a avenida y 14 calle).

The Penitentiary (21 calle between 7a and 8a avenida).

0 G GO Iy GH RD ==

Military Hospital (6a avenida between 4a and 6a calle, Zona 10).

Points of reference:

a Central Plaza.
B National Palace.
& Metropolitan Cathedral.

by Martin Range!
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Comments

By 1948 Guatemala had already embraced modernity. Four years after the revolution of ‘44 it
was still politically unstable but it was gradually leaving behind the long 19th Century style dictatorships
and their vices. Part of this new attitude was to rescue the working class from the oblivion it was victim for
so long. One of the first and most important measures was to create the Guatemalan Institute of Social
Security and to reorganize the Public Health Service. In this environment of social and political change the
Il Congress of Venereal Diseases of Central America was celebrated. At the same time the world was just
20 years ahead of the beginning of the modern era of antibiotics discovery, and the first world countries
had already the capacity to massively produce penicillin, and were still studying the extent of this drug.

Guatemala, already looking to the future in the late forties was still a very conservative nation
(and still is to this day). Social classes were well marked, and social minorities were forsaken. Of par-
ticular note is the article presented in this report “Our Medical-Social Problem Of Insanity” written in El
Salvador. It's a good example on how some people, in this case a professional doctor, looked at the ill,
or at those in irreversible medical conditions.

For this author is not surprise that the experiments happened in Guatemala, although given
the conditions of the region they could have been carried out in any other country of Central America.
Maybe Guatemala was randomly chose; in any case it offered good conditions, and a good “sample”
of people that no one was going to miss or ask for, like prostitutes, or mental patients. Of the “sampled”
places for the experiments probably the most infamous is the Central Penitentiary, a building that is linked
to the most grim episodes of Guatemalan history. For generations it filled with terror the hearts of men
and children alike. It was said that once you got there you never could get out, and that the walls of that
building were covered in blood... although it sound like an exaggeration it's now known that the inmates
were victims of horrible abuse. So this panorama tells us that to take inmates for experiments it was not
a big deal, and tell us also that the authorities could have been closely involved in the process, since the
rights of the inmates were practically none existent. The later was just an example of the conditions that
could have helped the experiments to be conducted in Guatemala without no major obstacles.

The research allowed us to perceived through the newspapers a changing Guatemala, with
an ever presence of the United States. Good thing was that the American doctors were sharing their
knowledge, curing people, and collaborating in the construction of the modern Hospital Roosevelt. On the
other hand it gives chills to think that some of those papers presented in the congress and enthusiastically
praised by a reporter in the article “Closing Of The Second Congress Of Venereology, This Afternoon”
were basically the result of the experiments with humans... Guatemaltecos.

MISC 0000580



Press Articles Of Guatemalan Newspapers Related To The
Medical Experiments Conducted By The United States In
Guatemala During The 40’s Decade, And Other Associated
Information. Part 2.

By Martin Rangel
August, 2011

Introduction

In October 2010 the government of the United States recognized that from 1946 to 1948
American doctors carried out a series of experiments with Guatemalan individuals, that consisted in the
manipulated contagion of gonorrhea and syphilis, to observe the development of said diseases and to
prove the action of penicillin and other antibiotics on them. The individuals never consented to participate,
and they were systematically chosen from social minorities or social outcasts: prostitutes, inmates, mentally
ill, and orphans. The United States government publicly apologized for these acts, and since the discovery
of the archives related to the experiments an investigation is being conducted.

This report, is the result of a short research in o Guatemalan newspaper, issues of 1946 and
1947, as part of the investigation of the medical experiments in Guatemala. We looked for news articles
that were related to the list of people and places that we were given for the first report. The activity was
carried out in Hemeroteca General (General Newspaper Archive), a section of the National Library of
Guatemala. Due to time constraints we chose “Diario de Centro America” as our only source of informa-
tion. This decision was taken over the fact that of the three newspapers consulted for the first report, the
chosen one prove to be the most informative on dates, names, and details of events. Since this time there
was not a specific event to look for, we decided to look in the first and third trimester of each year, aim-
ing to cover six months of news but in different times of the year. To make an efficient use of the time
available we focused primarily on the list of names and places given. However, we found several articles
that aren’t directly associated to the topics of the research but can give important information to the in-
vestigation, therefore those articles are included in this report. Once located, pictures were taken of the
articles with a digital camera, then the pictures were edited using a proper software for the purpose,
and finally pasted in a digital document. Accompanying every article it's its source, year, keywords, and
a brief description of the contents, with literal translations when it was necessary. The names were copied
exactly the way they were written by the reporters in 1946 and 1947, so it can be little inconsistencies
with the list given to the author of this report. In this document are included 18 news clips, that were care-
fully selected from a larger number for its relevance to the investigation.
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Headline: “New Director Of The National
Hospice”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: January 24th, 1946.

Keywords: Dr. Hector Aragon, National Hospice.
Notes: Little article announcing the change of
director for the National Hospice. The new director
was going to be Dr. Hector Aragon. Old director
Dr. Angel Arturo Rivera quit and took the charge
of Guatemalan Ambassador in El Salvador.

hospital militar central, el

eriz ﬁ?'&‘ﬁ?uﬁ S“ Headline: “New Director Of The Military Hospital”,
tor César Meza. | Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: February 2nd, 1946.

Keywords: Colonel Julio Enrique Samayoa.

Notes: Article announcing the change of director for
the Military Hospital. The new director was going to
be Infantry Colonel Julio Enrique Samayoa. The old
director was Dr. Cesar Meza.
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Headline: “Delegates To The Central American Congress Of Nutrition”.
Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: February 18th, 1946.

Keywords: Dr. Julio Bianchi, Dr. Joseph Spoto.

Notes: This article announces the arrival of delegates from El Salvador,
Honduras, and Nicaragua that were going to participate in the First
Medical Congress of Nutrition.

It also provides the program of the opening day, on the 18th: Dr. Julio
Bianchi, Minister of Public Health and Social Assistance gave the welcome
speech. Dr. Joseph Spoto, who was head in the Caribbean area of the
Pan American Sanitary Bureau, was going to explain the objectives of this
first meeting.

Other names mentioned in the article are: John R. Murdock, Assistant
Director and Representative of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau of
Washington; Dr. Epaminondas Quintana, Guatemalan; and Dr. Roberto
Harris of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
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Headline: “Inauguration Of The First Central American Congress Of Nutrition”.
Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: February 19th, 1946.

Keywords: Dr. Julio Bianchi, Dr. Joseph Spoto.

Notes: A short chronicle of the opening day. Dr. Bianchi gave the welcome speech, and Dr.
Spoto explained the objectives of the congress. The conclusion of the first day was to put
every effort to come to an agreement for the foundation of the Institute and Laboratory of
Nutrition, in a cooperative way, by all Central American Nations.

MISC 0000584



bhea, con la
0 sts la- personali
covosobre

a organizago por
_de sanidad. pu-

Headline: “Closed lts Labors Yesterday The Congress Of Nutrition”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: February 21st, 1946.

Keywords: Public Health Service.

Notes: A brief article on the closing of the congress. It does not give much information, just
that the congress was organize by the Ministry of Public Health, and some details on the
farewell party offered to the attendees.
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Headline: “Important Conclusions Of The Recent Congress Of
Nutrition”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: February 22nd, 1946.

Keywords: Central American Institute of Nutrition, venereal
disease control.

Notes: This article informs about the program of action of three
major activities, formulated by the congress. This activities were:
the creation of the Central American Institute of Nutrition, with its
seat in Guatemala; to undertake an intense campaign against
typhus; and to establish a serologic laboratory whose main
function was venereal disease control.
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Headline: “Military Medical Department”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: March 5th, 1946.

Keywords: Venereal prophylaxis.

Notes: This article is part of a report entitled “Synthesis of the Work of
the Ministry of National Defense During the First Year in Office of Dr. Juan
Jose Arevalo”.

The article presented here deals with the reorganization of the Military
Medical Department, and among other information it reports the new
measures of the Department of Venereal Prophylaxis: military surgeons
had to give weekly lectures to prevent venereal disease, and as for the
therapy of syphilis it was preferred modern methods, using penicillin.
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Headline: “Penitentiary And Reformatory”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: March 8th, 1948,

Keywords: Penitentiary, minors.

Notes: This article is part of a larger report entitled “Synthesis of the Work of the Ministry of Interior During
the First Year in Office of Dr. Juan Jose Arevalo”. The article presented here informs briefly about improvements
on the Penitentiary building, the supply of new uniforms and dishes for the inmates, and the transfer of minors
who remained wrongly in the Penitentiary, to an independent and suitable building, with necessary personnel, to
create the Reformatory of Minors.

MISC 0000588



Headline: “Delegates To The Central American Institute Of
Nutrition”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: July 7th, 1947,

Keywords: Kellog Institution, Pan American Sanitary Bureau.
Notes: This article informs that those countries that signed the
agreement for the creation of the Ceniral American Institute of
Nutrition had representatives in Guatemala to finalize preparation
for the installation of the institute. The United States were helping
through the representatives of the Kellog Institution, and the head
of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau,
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Headline: “Dr. Alfaro New Director Of Military Hospital”.
Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: July 12th, 1947.

Keywords: Colonel Ignacio Alfaro Sanchez.

Notes: Little article announcing that Doctor and Colonel of
Military Health Ignacio Alfaro Sanchez was going to take
the charge of director of Military Hospital, replacing Colonel
Samayoa.
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Como pr;??ﬁlﬁg%imzld%mmr Headline: “First Assembly Of Military Surgeons”.

‘ | Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: July 17th, 1947.

Keywords: Dr. John C. Cutler, venereological prophylactic plan.

Notes: This article reports on the first assembly of military surgeons. Important
military leaders attended, as well as surgeons and students. As the first item
on the agenda Doctor John C. Cutler lectured on “emergency venereological
prophylactic plan for the Revolution Army”. Footnote to the picture: “We present
two aspects of the inauguration: above medics, leaders and officers of the Army
who attended, and below Dr. Cutler during his lecture”,
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Headline: “First Assembly Of Military Surgeons”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: July 17th, 1947,

Keywords: Dr. John C, Cutler, venereological prophylactic plan.
Notes: Detail of Dr. Cutler picture.
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Headline: “Surgery Department For The Neuropsychiatric Hospital”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: July 21st, 1947,

Keywords: Lunatic asylum, madhouse, changes and reforms.

Notes: This is an editorial note, that for some reason was called “marginal”.

The writer, Jose Valle, refers to the changes and reforms the Neuropsychiatric

Hospital was going through. He recognizes that still there was a lot to do, but the

new surgery department was a great improvement. Also remarks that the Hospital

counted already with professionals of the psychiatry, and trained personnel.

dgr;fpor W’dw de man- | In the introduction of the note he, craftily, gives, from newer to older, the old names
of the Hospital to the reader, in order to explain its evolution: Neuropsychiatric

Hospital, Lunatic Asylum (Asilo de Alienados), Madhouse (Manicomio), House of

the Insane (Casa de Locos). Also he says that “Casa de Locos” was the name of the

Hospital just three decades ago (1), and that the patients were victims of abuse, and

inhuman treatment.
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Headline: “Installed Surgery Depariment For The Neuropsychiatric Hospital”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: July 21st, 1947.

Keywords: Surgery, Dr. Guillermo Balz.

Notes: This article reports the installation of the surgery department at the Neuropsychiatric
Hospital. The surgeon in charge of this new department was going to be Dr. Guillermo Balz.
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Date: july 29th, 1947,

Keywords: Mentally ill, abandonment, problem.
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180 el dia, encerrado en un cen- |

Headline: “Neuropsychiatric Hospital Advancements”.
Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Notes: This is an editorial note in which the writer describes the problem of
the mentally ill as almost unsolvable, as a consequence of the abandonment
that was object by the old regimes. The note essentially is a critic view of
the problem as it was witnessed by the reporters. [t's mentioned that the new
authorities of the Hospital were asking for money and space for facilities.

According to the note, the Hospital's director was Dr. Miguel F. Molina.
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Headline: “Neuropsychiatric Hospital Advancements”.
Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: August 4th, 1947,

Keywords: New departments, improvements.

Notes: This articles reports the installation of new
departments in the Neuropsychiatric Hospital.
Among these there was the electroencephalography
department, that included electroshock therapy; and
the departments of general physiotherapy, dentistry,
and ophthalmology. The writer remarks the necessity
of space for new facilities.
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Headline: “The Prison Reform”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: August 9th, 1947,

Keywords: Transformation, The Penitentiary.

Notes: This editorial note announces the Government’s intention to

' transform the prison system. The fundamental idea was to create a

modern system that would allow the criminals to morally heal; and to
give prisons a proper use, since in the day of the regimes places such

- as The Central Penitentiary were used as tools of vengeance where the

enemies of dictators saw their last days, and common criminals were

victims of abuse.
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Headline: “No More Jails In Hospitals. Provisions Of Ubico That
Disappear”.

Newspapetr: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: September 4th, 1947,

Keywords: Social assistance, jails, hospitals, Ubico.

Notes: This article reports that the General Direction of Social
Assistance gave strict orders to the national hospitals to dismantle
completely the jails that existed inside the hospitals. These jails
were created during the dictatorship of Jorge Ubico {1931-1944),
with the idea to put there those inmates that needed medical
freatment. Now the inmates were going to be put in proper rooms
to receive the correspondent medical care, and be waiched by the
respective authority.

MISC 0000598



robieznac que e
Oé(}s los puebzos A

de )
de Ios hocp; s
n eilos. La mortahaad‘
global es de 34453 co-
ndiendo  a los hospitales
ente 591 y el resto de
‘ueren {uera de ellos.
3 pensar, dicen, gue de
2 n.nos due mueren fus-
8 ‘hospitales recibieran en
_atencion  meédica parti-
per‘o desgraciadamente 1.0
Ia verdad; - seria como
_que - nuestros centro>
eran la totalidad de neaci-
s, siendo asi que solo sir=
1 el 6 por ciento de los ca-
8 por ciento reciben aten-
,-pxrma v.9.1 por cienta
a i
hace resaltar la Aﬂpoxtan-
la asistencia hospitalaria,
estro caso de mucha mas
tancia que la de cualgul.n
'rwco de a%ancmn de n-

d.xantea de 1a Jummfi
! también quf

i

o

mueroit
o ha
110
11’13.“33”*

Headline: “Medical Youth Is In Favor Of The Sick Children. Healthy Initiative To
The Ministry Of Public Health”.

Newspaper: “Diario de Centro America”.

Date: September 5th, 1947,

Keywords: Medical youth, children, hospitals.

Notes: A three part article in three different pages; here we included just
the first part. This article reports that The Medical Youth (an organization of
medical students) declared that they were in favor of the sick children, after
knowing the statistics of the Ministry of Public Health regarding the problem.
Part of the arficle is a transcription of the letter that the organization sent to
the ministry.

The article includes the following statistics: 120,329 children were born each
year of which only 4,090 were born in hospitals. The overall child mortality was
34,483 of which only 591 happened in hospitals. Only é% of the Guatemalan
children population had formal medical treatment, 88.8 had informal medical
treatment, and 5.1% had no treatment at all.
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STUDY OF SYPHILIS AND SEROLOGY TESTS IN THE NATIONAL ORPHANAGE OF
GUATEMALA”

By Dr. HECTOR A. ARAGON, Director of the National Hospice of Guatemala
Esteemed members of Congress:

It is my honor to submit for your review the result of the Syphilis research study done at the
National Hospice of Guatemala, a Social Welfare Institution maintained by the State and dedicated to the
protection of orphan children of both sexes. Currently this Institution is under my direction.

The Establishment supports an average of 700 children of both sexes, ranging in age from a few
hours of life up to 18 years; so many of them have resided in the Institution from birth.

The children receive a thorough physical and psychological exam upon admission to the
Establishment and during their entire stay are under close medical supervision, which makes it possible to
keep a complete clinical history of each child from the time of admission.

The children are in good accommodations, well-dressed, and well-fed; one could say that their
overall health is good, with the exception of the usual upper respiratory infections, minor infections,
manifestations of intestinal parasitism, and very occasionally there are outbreaks of measles, rubella, etc.
in the Establishment.

At the time in which the syphilis research was carried out at the Institution, none of the children
had Malaria for at least 6 months before these exams; none of them had been recently vaccinated for the
customary diseases and none had had any venereal diseases. Of course the overwhelming majority of
them have not engaged in sexual activity; and if any of the adolescents are allowed to go out alone on
holidays, this group is in the minority and is watched more closely. I would also like to point out that I
teach a sexual hygiene class to all of the boys and girls older than 12 in the Institution. [TN: hand written
in English: COURSE IN SEXUAL HYGIENE]

In this way we can with certainty rule out acquired syphilis. I cannot say the same of congenital
syphilis, primarily because in most cases we are unaware of the family origin.

322 boys and 193 girls underwent clinical and serologic examinations with the effective
collaboration of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau Venereal Disease Training and Research Center
Laboratory.

* Work done in collaboration with the Pan American Sanitary Bureau Venereal Disease Research and Training
Center

Health and Welfare 187
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The following procedures were used: Kahn Standard and quantitative tests, Kolmer simplified
complement-fixation, Mazzini Cardiolipin Microflocculation, also known by the initials V.D.R.L.,
Venereal Disease Research Laboratory.

The final result was: only one case of congenital syphilis in the girl M.L.O.; the diagnosis was
reached not only through repeated and unchanging serologic tests, but also through repeated clinical
exams, as well as positive cerebrospinal fluid.

In two other cases, a diagnosis of asymptomatic congenital syphilis was made exclusively based
on serologic tests, but in those cases the cerebrospinal fluid was found to be negative. The cardiolipin test
was positive in the blood of these two cases.

None of the other children presented clinical signs of congenital syphilis, although many of them
had clear positive or equivocal serological test results. As can be seen in the tables below, these clear
positive or equivocal results corresponded to the Kahn, Mazzini, and Kolmer tests, but the results for the
cardiolipin test were consistently negative. From this, we deduced that the above mentioned test results
were false.

The data referred to in the previous paragraph are transcribed in the following charts:

NATIONAL ORPHANAGE
COMPARISION OF THE SEROLOGIC RESULTS OBTAINED
REACTIONS TESTS
Boys | No. of
322 | TESTS POS. EQUIV. NEG. ISQ. AC.
425 44 64 318 0 MAZZINI
Percentage 10.4 15.1 74.5 0 FLOCCULATION
425 64 40 310 8
Percentage 15.1 9.4 72.9 2.6 KAHN STANDARD
425 10 2 415 0
Percentage 23 0.5 97.2 0 VDRL SLIDE TEST
Girls | 425 12 0 401 12
193 Percentage 2.8 0 94.4 2.8 KOLMER REGULAR
425 34 91 124 7 MAZZINI
Percentage 13.3 35.5 48.4 2.8 FLOCCULATION
425 42 30 182 1
Percentage 16.4 11.7 71.1 0.8 KAHN STANDARD
425 5 1 245 5
Percentage 1.9 0.4 96.8 1.9 VDRL SLIDE TEST
425 6 2 238 6 3
Percentage 23 0.8 9.0 2.3 1.6 | KOLMER REGULAR
POS. —positive, EQUIV. — equivocal, NEG. —negative, ISQ —insufficient quantity, AC —
anticomplementary
188 Health and Welfare
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By carefully reading the individual cards, we deduced that in some cases in which the tests were positive
or equivocal, both qualitative and quantitative, Kahn, Mazzini, and Kolmer, if these tests were repeated
on a different date, along with the cardiolipin test, they were be found to be negative. In some cases, the
reactions needed to be repeated three or four times; in all of them, the cardiolipin reaction was always
negative from the beginning.

CONCLUSIONS:

First: The prevalence of congenital syphilis in the National Orphanage is almost zero; since of
515 children examined, there was only one case of clinically and serologically confirmed congenital
syphilis, and two “asymptomatic”.

Second.: There are a large number of false positives, necessitating careful interpretation.

Third: The reasons for these false positive results are unknown.

Fourth: The cardiolipin test, V.D.R.L. is the most sensitive of all the tests we have used to this
date.

In conclusion, I would like to sincerely thank the entire staff of the Pan American Sanitary

Bureau Venereal Disease Research and Training Center, who worked especially hard and effectively on
this study.

190 Health and Welfare
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[TN: Handwritten in English: presented at 2™ Congress of
Venereal Diseases in Central America
Guatemala 1948 w/ results as of that date]

SEROLOGIC AND CLINICAL STUDIES OF SYPHILIS IN GUATEMALA, CENTRAL
AMERICA*

II. OBSERVATIONS OF A GROUP OF SCHOOL CHILDREN IN EL PUERTO DE SAN
JOSE"

By JUAN M. FUNES, M.D'., JOHN C. CUTLER, M.D.}, SACHA LEVITAN, M.D.}, JOSEPH
PORTNOY"", and ROLANDO FUNES'*

With the isolation of cardiolipin by Pangborn (1) in 1941 and the application of this
substance combined with lecithin and cholesterol as an antigen in syphilis serodiagnosis, an
important advance was made in syphilis serodiagnosis. A meticulous study of this new class of
antigen for syphilis compared with prior classes of antigen, revealed similar reactivity. On the
other hand, the preliminary observations of small groups with diseases known to produce false
positive reactions (2) have shown greater specificity from this new class of cardiolipin-lecithin
antigen. Nevertheless, as Mahoney pointed out, “the final evaluation of cardiolipin may only be
achieved when it has been applied to a considerable quantity of test material, clinically distinct
and properly verified” (3).

The objective of this report is to present the various clinical findings obtained from a
group of schoolchildren in Puerto de San Jose, Guatemala, as long with the serological tests,
comparing the previous classes of antigens with a procedure that employs a cardiolipin-lecithin
antigen, namely the VDRL slide test (4) (5).

The diagnosis of syphilis in any phase of infection is based on the correlation between the
history, physical findings, and laboratory data. In symptomatic syphilis, the correlation of data is
generally satisfactory, but the problem of concern to the clinician is the interpretation of a
serologic test positive for syphilis in the absence of all clinical evidence and history of syphilis.
In a patient of a sexually mature age, with a history of sexual activity,

* Manuscript received March 28, 1952
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it is always possible that a positive STS may indicate syphilis. Therefore, to study false positive
reactions to serologic tests, it is necessary to select a group that is not sexually mature and in
which the probability of acquired syphilis is minimal.

Such a group was found in the schoolchildren of Puerto de San Jose, Guatemala. The
city of San Jose is a tropical seaport with two schools, one for boys and another for girls, with a
total enrollment of approximately 300 students and daily attendance of between 150 and 250.

The teachers report that the children come from poor households, with terrible hygienic
conditions and insufficient nutrition, and that the primary reason for not attending school is
“chills and fever”.

The Guatemala Public Health Department granted authorization to act in the
abovementioned schools. The physicians in charge of the examinations went to the schools at
intervals taking blood and examining the children present on that day. The examination
consisted of an exam of the oral cavity, skin inspection, palpation of the spleen and lymph nodes,
and inspection of the male genitals. The blood smears were analyzed for malaria in the
laboratories of the Guatemala Department of Public Health or the Tropical Diseases Laboratory
of the National Institute of Microbiology of the National Institutes of the Public Health Service
of the United States. The serologic tests for syphilis were performed in the Venereal Disease
Research Laboratory and Training Center of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau.

In the abovementioned school group, 151 children 14 years of age or younger were
examined twice or more during a period ranging from a minimum of 23 days to maximum of 430
days. The presence of primary and secondary syphilis could be ruled out in this group, as could
some of the causes for false positives on the serologic exams, such as those caused by
vaccinations against pinta and smallpox. Repeated serologic exam established that the reactions
observed were not caused by early syphilis becoming seropositive, since in a period of 23 days a
patient who just entered the seropositive phase would have had firmly positive serologic results
(6).

The objective here is not to classify the variety of physical findings unrelated to syphilis.
However, in summary, the group showed signs of chronic malnutrition with extremely thin arms
and legs, a lack of subcutaneous fat, protruding abdomens and pale mucosa. Oral and skin
hygiene were dreadful. The majority of the children presented fungal infections or small
ulcerations that could be interpreted as primary or secondary syphilis, but one of the two children
who
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persistently tested positive on the VDRL slide test, presented with clinical signs of congenital
syphilis.

In tables 1 and 2, findings of the serologic tests for syphilis and malaria are summarized.

Table 1. — Positive smear for malaria

Mazzini Kahn VDRL Kolmer

No. % No. % No. % No. %
Weak positive to equivocal 9 29 13 42 0 0 0 0
STS
Positive STS 5 16 8 26 0 0 0 0
Negative STS 17 56 10 32 31 100 19 100
Total STS 31 100 31 100 31 100 19 100

Splenomegaly and negative smear for malaria
Weak positive to equivocal 14 29 7 15 0 0 0 0
STS
Positive STS 3 6 10 21 0 0 2 5
Negative STS 32 65 30 64 47 100 42 95
Total STS 40 100 47 100 47 100 44 100
Splenomegaly and positive smear for malaria

Weak positive to equivocal 4 31 2 14 0 0o 1 O 0
STS
Positive STS 2 15 3 21 0 0 0 0
Negative STS 7 54 9 65 13 100 8 100
Total STS 13 100 14 100 13 100 8 100
Insufficient Quantity 58 59 60 80

'Since other experimental studies used the blood samples, there was not always sufficient
serum to perform all of the tests desired on a given sample. However, since all of the children in
this group were subjected to tests on several different occasions, all samples were ultimately
used in each one of the tests referred to.

Of this group of 151 children 14 years of age or younger, repeatedly examined for a
sufficient period of time, only 2 were considered syphilitics. One of them, a 7-year-old,
presented clinical manifestations indicative of congenital syphilis, as well as persistent positive
results on all of the serologic exams for syphilis. The other, a 13 year old boy, presented only
persistent positive results on all of the serologic tests used in the absence of physical
manifestations of the illness, and it was believed that he suffered from asymptomatic congenital
syphilis. Given that it was impossible to obtain authorization to take specimens of cerebrospinal
fluid, no correlation could be established between the equivocal and positive reactions and the
analysis of the cerebrospinal fluid. Nevertheless, in a group of 1000 adult patients in the
Guatemalan Asylum for the Mentally Il1, in which an elevated incidence of serologic activity
was found, only two patients were found to present manifestations of syphilis in the
cerebrospinal fluid. Therefore, it seems improbable that studies of the cerebrospinal
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fluid in the group would have contributed new information of any importance. From an
epidemiological point of view, one could assume that the group of children would not have
participated significantly in heterosexual activity; thus minimizing the likelihood of acquired
syphilis. The repeated physical and serologic exams further ruled out

Table 2. — Summary of findings on repeated serologic tests for syphilis on a group of 151
children

Mazzini Kahn VDRL Kolmer
No % No. % No. % No. %

Number and percentage of 125 27.6 98 21.7 3 0.6 1 0.3
specimens with an equivocal
or weak positive reactions

Number and percentage of 33 7.3 72 16.0 5 1.1 8 2.2
specimens with a positive
reaction (1+ to 01+)

Number and percentage of 295 65.1 281 62.3 456 98.3 346 95.0
specimens with a negative
reaction

Number and percentage of 9 2.5
specimens with an
anticomplementary reaction

Total number of specimens 453 451 464 364
examined

the factor of very early syphilis that had just become seropositive; such that, with the exception
of the 2 syphilitic patients already mentioned, it is not likely that the observed serologic reaction
indicated acquired or congenital syphilis.

The fact that malaria causes false positives on serology exams for syphilis is well known
(7). In spite of this, it is not likely that all serologic activity observed could be attributed to
malaria, since analogous serologic examples were found in various groups in the mountains of
Guatemala, in which there was no history or clinical or laboratory evidence of malaria (8).

The lack of reactivity of the cardiolipin-lecithin antigens in cases of malaria has been
demonstrated by others (9) (10) (11) and also highlighted in this study.

Although it is not possible to give an adequate explanation for the elevated incidence of
serologic activity in the Kahn and Mazzini tests seen in this group of 151
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children compared to the low incidence of reactions in the Kolmer and VDRL slide tests, it is
clear that there is a higher incidence of false positive reactions with the first two tests.
Therefore, undoubtedly under conditions such as those that prevailed in the study group, the use
of the VDRL slide and Kolmer-Wasserman tests is preferable.

W

9.

10.

11.

SUMMARY

. Areport is presented on the study of the results of the Mazzini, Kahn, and Kolmer tests

using raw cow heart antigens and the VDRL slide test on a group of schoolchildren living
in a tropical seaport.

In a group of children 14 years of age and younger, observed for periods of 23 to 430
days, the occurrence of a high degree of false positives on the Kahn and Mazzini tests
was observed.

The relationship between malaria and the false positive reactions is examined.

A high degree of specificity is observed in this group, as well as parallels between the
standard Kolmer and VDRL slide tests.
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THE MAPHARSIDE-ORVUS SOLUTION IN THE PROPHYLAXIS OF GONORRHEA IN
~ WOMEN"

By Dr. JUAN M. FUNES AND Ms. CASTA LUZ AGUILAR

Chief of the Venereology Division and Lab Technician, respectively, of the Guatemala
Department of Public Health

This paper presents the results of the use of a mapharside-orvus solution employed as a
prophylactic against gonorrhea in a group of ‘women exposed to venereal infections on an
ongoing basis. The prophylaxis of venereal infections consecutively to sexual contact with an
infected subject has never received the same attention in women as in men. This, undoubtedly, is
due to the fact that it is much. easier to apply prophylactic treatment to males, using adequate
preparation. : : ‘

Nevertheless, some papers have already been published on this topic. Sonnenberg (1)
utilized bismuth with good results for the prevention of syphilis. in a group. of prostitutes;
Levaditi (2) obtained similar results in Indochinese peasants. These results were confirmed by
both Moore (3) and Hanzlik (4). In general terms, it is agreed that, although not all research has
confirmed the prophylactic ability of bismuth, Sonnenberg’s well-documented work seems to
present unequivocal proof of the effectiveness of said medication when administered parenterally
to males. Furthermore, Hanzlik’s (4) paper on the experimental syphilis in rabbits, points to the
value of oral bismuth. It is believed, however, that the prolonged oral administration or injection
of bismuth tends to limit its use as a prophylactic. B :

For women, argentic solution-and mercury ointment, used as prophylaxis for gonorrhea
and syphilis in males, have been recommended. This technique is of limited utility, as
Vonderlehr and Heller (5) as well as Stokes (6) have noted. :

The main problem faced in the United States is not related to prophylaxis; rather it has to
do with finding infected women to treat. In several of the countries in which prostitution is
regulated and subject to a medical inspection system, attention has been paid not only to finding
and treating infected women, but also to the prevention of spreading of infection to and by
prostitutes through the use of condoms. However, the regulatory system suffers from severe
defects; as there is a latent incubation period between the moment in which the infection is
acquired and the appearance of clinical manifestations, '

* Manuscript received in February, 1952
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during which time not even the most careful medical e'xani permits a diagnosis to be made and in
which time women can acquire or transmit an infection. .

The observer familiar with the mentahty of today’s prostltute and the conditions in which
she lives and practices her sexual trade, realizes that, in order for ‘it to be effective, any
prophylactlc method must be extremely simple to apply, so that prostitutes can administer it
themselves in very pnmltlve sanitary. conditions. If the method others further advantages, such
as cosmetic or aesthetic, it is more likely to be accepted and used regularly and carefully.

The prophylactic orvus-mapharside, prepared by Amold and Mahoney (7), possess
certain characteristics that indicate that it could be used advantageously in women. This
prophylactic consists of an aqueous solution of mapharside and orvus. Men are advised to wash
their genitals and surrounding areas ‘with this solution after sexual contact.

The solution that offered greater protection in syph111tlc rabbits contained 0.2%
mapharside and 1% alkyl aryl sulfite. In the study, a suspension of a T. Pallidum testicular
emulsion was applied for one or two hours to the intact mucosa of the rabbit’s penis. The
following procedure was practiced:

“Normal male rabbits with well- developed gemtals were held firmly over adequate
supports. The genitals were cleaned with cotton swabs soaked in normal saline solution. Small
bits of absorbent cotton were soaked in the spirochetes suspension and then inserted into the
preputial sac, along the penis. The preputial orifice was kept occluded with hemostatic forceps.
The bits of cotton were remoistened every 15 minutes, depositing a drop of the suspension in the
preputial pouch. Exposure to the contact-was continued for one or two hours. After removing
the content, macroscopic evidence of trauma to the membranes was sought, and, if found, the
animal was eliminated from the experiment. -

“The five control animals used in each experiment were returned to their respective cages
without treatment, and all developed syphlhtlc lesions, - positive on' dark-field examination.
Prophylactic treatment was administered to the other exposed animals, with local application of
the study drug. The prepuce was retracted; the genitals and surrounding areas that could have
been contaminated were carefully mmstened with the prophylactic solution and massaged for
one minute. In the process, the penis was submerged in an Erlenmeyer flask (25 cc) containing
the solution. Utilizing the pressure of the opening of the flask against the body, a temporary
erection was produced; thus the solution reached the entire surface.” (7)
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The studies performed on laboratory animals have demonstrated the effectiveness of the
orvus-mapharside preparation in syphilis prevention. The solution should be used preferably
within 12 hours of preparation. Although it darkens quickly, it manifests no notable decrease in
effectiveness in the first 12 hours.” The complete loss of potency takes at least two weeks.
Laboratory research demonstrates its in vitro effectiveness against gonococcus (8). The formula
has been extensively tested in women, used as a douche in the treatment of trichomonas vaginalis
infestations (9). In the treatment of this type of vaginitis, 500 cc of the solution of 1% orvus and
0.1% mapharside were used as a douche twice a day for one week. At the same time, the
external genitals and perineal and pubic regions were washed thoroughly with the solution. In
almost 100 patients treated in this manner, at least half of them showed clinical and microscopic
evidence of improvement. . o . : '

The most notable effect consisted in the property of the solution to dissolve mucoid
secretions and to clean the genital tract and vaginal mucosa. At the same time, the preparation
functions as a good genital deodorant. The experience of Edwards' (10), who used the
preparation to treat this and other types of vaginitis, showed the same capacity to reduce mucus,
and to cleanse and act as a deodorant. These studies revealed the lack of toxicity through the
absence of local manifestations of tissue sensitivity. The only drawbacks found were the
brownish/grayish color taken on by the towels and other fabrics when they come in contact with
the solution, and that women sometimes notice excessive genital dryness.’

These properties suggested that the formula could be of value as a prophylactic for
women, after exposure to the contagion. ‘Typical prostitutes must make some effort to cleanse at
least her external genitals after each contact, and many prefer to perform a vaginal douche.
Venereal disease control authorities in several parts of the world have noted that the prostitutes’
rooms, even if lacking running water, always have at least a water tank and container sufficient
for bathing purposes. Thus it was believed that the mapharside-orvus solution that looks like
soap and acts as an effective detergent and deodorant, and that allows for the usual washing
maneuvers, would be accepted without any hesitation. o

In 1948, a carefully controlled study was carried out in Guatemala on a group of
prostitutes under legal supervision. The brothel selected was directed by an intelligent and
cooperative person. Six prostitutes, who had ‘
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previously been followed for a long time by the first author, resided there.  Taking as a
foundation visits to the clinic for regular exams; it was deducted that they would cooperate the
most willingly for the experiment’s objectives. Each of them was given a bulb for vaginal
douches, as well as the equipment necessary to prepare the solution. The prophylactic was
distributed in small vials with a rubber stopper, with the orvus-mapharside mixture in powder
form. 500 cc of water was added to the contents of each vial, forming a solution of 0.02%
mapharside and 0.2% orvus. The solution was prepared immediately before use; and the women
were instructed to use 500 cc as a vaginal douche after every contact and to wash their external
genitals and surrounding areas. scrubbing enough to form foam. This solution is much more
diluted than that employed in the treatment of trichomonas (9) and that recognized as effective
for prophylactic of experimental syphilis (7). Previously cases of localized dermatitis, seemingly
due to contact with the solution, had been observed (9); and as this study required multiple daily
applications for an undetermined period of time, it was believed believed that this solution would
reduce the chances of undesirable reactions of the skin and mucosa.

The six volunteers used the formula carefully and regularly from June 15 through
December 15, 1948. Although precise observations were not made, all of the women had at least
three sexual contacts a day, seven days a week, and frequently more. The women were
examined closely twice a week, with cervical smears taken and cervical discharge cultured once
a week. Every precaution was taken to take samples as deep as possible from the endocervical
canal before the moming shower to minimize the effect of the preparation on the gonococcus
culture. The six women seemed satisfied with the preparation, especially as an intimate
cleansing agent and deodorant. ‘The only ‘problems were an occasional sensation of excessive
genital dryness and the effect of the solution on clothing, which becomes slightly stained.

Hospital records showed that during the six months prior to the start of the study, there
had been 11 admissions for gonorrhea in the group. In all cases, the diagnosis was based on
microscopic examination, as at the time there were not resources available for culture.
Nevertheless, proven laboratory techniques were used to make the diagnosis; therefore the proof
of infection was considered acceptable. In reality, studies comparing the smear and culture
laboratory results (11) seem to demonstrate that a greater number of infections were discovered
with the latter. In contrast to the 11 admissions during the six months prior to the use of the
prophylactic solution, only one case of gonorrhea, diagnosed by culture, was observed during the
six months of the experiment. ‘ ' ' '
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With regard to admissions for syphilis, there is no evidence that the group members
contracted said disease during the prophylactic solution study period, although two of the women
had been previously infected and treated. Thus it is evident that the application of the orvus-
mapharside douche after contact produced a decline in the incidence of gonorthea in the group of
six prostitutes that used it for six months.. The method was well-accepted by the interested
parties and seems to offer a simple and effective prophylactic method for gonorrhea in women.
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