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.H 1s iarim rapl % yaar‘lsttﬁr of Esbrmary 1¢, 19%&

to Br. Jawmt__rala,iva fo. the problem presented to the ﬁmmmittﬁu
on Medical Hesesrsh snd to you by.& recomneridation to the Com«
mittee on Medlcsl Researeh which ﬁ@igimatea An the Jubcommittee on
Venereal Tdssnzes and wie spproved by tha Comnl Hmo on Meﬁiainw of
the Natlionsl. ﬂ&asﬁrah ﬁaumail‘_-

B ﬁhe we&muwsmdati@n is that the Comsittee on Medical
Resesrch ra@@mmnﬂd,that the 0ffice of Selentific Hesearch ané Develop=-
ment snter Iinto sontracis for experiments on velunteers from prison
populations invelviog shemical and chemotherepeutlie prophylaxis of
gonorrhes, Your letter stated thet since this recomwendation came
from a,cammittan of the xatiamal Rﬂuaarwh &ﬂumaii -

r_,“x anghﬁ %o kn@w, : think, whether the &aa@amy

 end Qouncil, haying considered the possibiiity

. of pubile resstion, sre willimg to ensounter
the. riﬁk’in,viaw or th@ reaniﬁa attalnable.”

N“‘ﬁmsmwriﬁg Xgaw 1$ttmr we would say that neithep the
.Aamﬁemy ﬁar'ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁi -ﬁa}@rgmwiuukiﬂmx eyer atbtempt to express judgment
on metters of -thls kind, ALl thet they cean do is to stamd spomszer
for the sompetens mmﬁfiﬁﬁaﬁwiﬁy'nf thelr Committees. In the present
ease we are satisfied thal . the members of the Committes on Hedisine
and its Suboomuitten on Vensresl Diseases ére entirely competent to
welgh evidence in. thia.mmttmr umé,mak& rawammam&atiaﬁs in atfﬁaﬁ
@nnfavmity'thmrswith,‘v : . )

i&ixﬁ, nataﬁ, ww-aamn&t ﬂxyrasa any opinion as baimg
that . af ﬁhﬂéﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂWW'ﬁﬁ“ﬂ@ﬁnﬁil we can snd do herewith express oupr
personal opinions’ in ﬁmrﬂﬁrfiwiml esapacities s President of the
gatimggl &aa&amy‘ef Eaiﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ and ﬁhnirmmm of the Nationsl Resesrch
DR IG . ‘

?%1&@%&&& rﬁaﬁiyt of ywmr letter we hava made a.amtuimaﬁ
exhsustive exemimetion.of &1l the pertinent dets bearing on the ocase
and have guestlioned both Dr. Weed, the Chalrmen of fhe Dlvision of
Mediesl Selances of the Netions) Resesrch founeil, snéd Dr. Risherds,
Chsirmen of the Committes on Medlval Resesmrch. The data sconsist . of:
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-

{1) The rescords of sonsideration in both the
- Subvommlttee on Venereal Diseases and
the Committes on Medicime. ~ -

'{ﬁ}'éﬁg;mﬁawﬁisji fﬁ@;@ﬁ;@ah@&ary'i to Dr.
-, Bichurds supporting inve;tansﬂl%he

0 recommendation.

_ (3) Vartous letvers rrom the Susgeons General
Ci - Berviems, = = - o
" (4) Letter of Pebrusry 26, 1943 from James. V, -

- . Benneti, Director, Buresu of Prisons,
. Us 8. Department of Justice. . |

~ (B) Letter of March 2, 1943 from Dr. Weed to
.. Br. Herrison (copy sttached) summerizing
-the history antecedent to the recommendation.

The originals é@‘@ﬁpiea%af’the‘faregbing are in our

files.

A 8 r&ﬁu}ﬁ'cf:this,examimakien we Find:

- {a) ‘ﬁharaJwaﬁgaampieﬁewnn&nimity.af opinion in
o - the Subsommititee on Veneresl Diseasesy
- - in the Committes on Medisine, snd in the
- Committee on Medieal Research as to both
_ the desirability end nesessity of performing
w;ﬂtﬁg'ﬁmpﬁwﬂmsnxar@@.fa:‘;pvalumﬁaarﬁ-mm& '
,  under conditions of rlgorous control for
o . 8% leust nine monthe, L
- b} . Volunteers Trom prison populstions sppesr to
U qfaﬁ:tha‘aning;gzp,whiwh‘mwﬁts the regquire-
-, ments of gonteel. R
- Ae) Pomsibility of sesuring volunteers in the
= .v';,g,@@ﬁaxa&,?r&a&na,&s,&afimikmly'indi&ateﬁ-
- 4in Hr, Bennett's letter. There 1s also
- -apperently possibility of volunteers in
- one or more Stebe prisoms.

, Ihw&igijaf“ﬁhﬁﬁﬁ:fiﬂﬂi&ﬁ&*z&ﬁv@ur-a@ﬁﬁiﬁmwatimn of them
we are prepared io advise that in our opinlon:

(1) The experiments are both desirable and
~ negessary from a selentific and medical
point of view., \

{2)  That subject @nliﬂtm questions of legality
: ~and publlc poliey cutside the resim of
the welghi of selentifie evidence, the
- esxperiments should be undertsken with
_w@iumﬁﬁﬁra.fram'pria&n‘gapalatianaf
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ﬁﬁ maﬁt'wsvaf lagnliﬁy or the gr@bable atiitude of
% ' o881 tlon of the experiments must be
23 ﬁxt be m@t we are of course

alpers-y ;_”
ef the wmight af 3¢iantif£--r‘ me

great and continulng advantage bath to the military aﬁﬁ eivil
populatians, it is & warrantaé risk,

We. s&y this in full realization of the fact that the
proposed experiments sre of a ¥ind and in a field which for
sges has been considersd by vast numbers of men and women in 2
peeulliar and emsbtional way auite divoreed from sclentific or
medical  evidsnce of what should be done. We reslize also that
volunteers from prison populations ars not volunteers from &
free population snd so are subject to allegations of having
volunteered under duvesa to theilr great permsnent detriment.

L Phis allagaxian ‘wan be made either by those opposed in
»primaigle to this kind of ax@&rimentation or, subsequent to the
experiment, by the velunbeers themselves. Being eoriminels 1t
is not unlikely that some emong the voluntesrs may seek to
capitalise in this way on their having volunteersd.

s riak arﬁ_twa undonbted factors:

hiened point of view of the
‘wjganaral yuguia%ien fhan
tk 'zx%At_that vast nmmbers ar .

. @rfaewmg;x;“r 1

 whiwh§g£w%a gf 1 :
men in thﬁ avmaﬁ.surviaas.‘;f'

. In viaw of the dursss. élnmﬁat aﬁﬂriak snd in érder to
minimiaa 1%; 1% would be our sugse ;«;‘f_the rwammmenﬂ&&
experiment ig anderteken, thet s
placed in the haaﬁa of athar than pz&g@n X

hﬁritiea 80 far ac
thia is feasiﬁie* PRI Rt

Ygurs truly, |
(Slgl’led} FRANK B. JEWETT

‘ : President
(g gl{lf'\r‘ ﬁip\ \‘ :»(‘,5- o ‘L_I

Chalrman
ﬂational Eﬁsaareh cauﬁail

Enaloaura‘ 5@@y of letter
(5 -.aﬁi 2, 1943, Weed
Frlat.

Gapiea ta DS Eiéh&ﬁdﬁ and Wead.,
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