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Established in 1916 by the National Academy of Sciences um'ier its (%on;zil;ie:sxona
Charter and organized with the cooperation of the National Scien
and Technical Societies of the United States

Mareh 2, 1943,

Dr, Ross @, Harrisan,‘ﬂhaimman,
Hqtiunalgﬁgsearah-council,

2101 Constitution Avenue,
Washingten, D, @,

Ny dear Doctor Harrison;-

N In your letter of yesterday you ask four speclfic
quextienanregarding the proposal that human volunteers be used in
experiments to determins chemotherapsuti e prophylaxis in gonorrhes,
I shell answer ths qQuestions as followsg- _ ’

a_sanfer%m#a, ¥ |
- the . Chalrman Subcommit ttee of Venereal Dissases, The
- Préposals of Dr, Charles M, Carpenter, Rochester, X, Y.,
and Alfred M, Cohn, New York City, informally submitted to
thﬂnﬁubewmmitﬁ&s on Venereal Disesses on December 1, 1942,
1 : principle,”aubject to qualifications
- 8rrived at by the conference authorized above ,"

This eanf&rwnaeQWms'heldvin'Redﬁaater, New York, J&nuary 820 - 21,
1948, and the minuts of the eonference record the following;-

- "The sense of the present Conference wag that
such experimentation Was urgently desirsble ang should be
carried out as promptly as possible,"

o 2., The above quotations fromthe offieial recors
show that the specific recommendation for the use of prisoners repre-
sented an unanimous action by the Subcommittee on Venereal Diseases on
December 1, 1949, The recommendatiln or the Subcommittes went forward
to the Committee on Medicine, in the form of approval of proposals for
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Dr. Harpison, . ' ) Sl

contract by’ﬁhéfcmmmittae,wn ﬁad&q&l‘ﬁaw&&r@h‘

T T Representatives of the furgeon Genersl of voth
Army and Nevy were yrasﬁnﬁ,atualiwm@atinﬁa of the Subcormitiese on
venereal Dissases snd ab the Rochester conferencs. e Attitude @x-
praased'bﬁfth@ﬁé 1&&1&65.fo&@ar%,fr&m,ﬁrmy‘anﬂ Yavy was bhat the prow
- posed axﬁerim&nﬁmticm sould nobt L © prriad out oun voluntesrs from the

armed farcas.ba&ausa,af the following ressonst - {a) ilnterference with
of assuring sentinence and aveldance
het perlod, (a)‘imymﬁaibility‘@f
“the voluntesre, {a) imposeibility
es in armed forees when protecblve
1ty of Aeliverately exposing il
nie . n voluntsering, %f}fimpaaaiﬁility
ning eXposure rate of military personnel, (@) military poX-
sonnel mey be employed omly o obeervationeand not for deliverate oo-
perimentation, . S : o

treining program; (b} impessibll
of g1l sexual intercourss for sl
guarantesing no sheng v 8t

of institublny

1 feel sure thst 1T the exporimeut is not dome 1n
prisoners, tha-Ammy sod Hevy will still consider 1t unexpedient o con-
duct the experiment |

2 TR :

E S 4y The yeselubion and recommendation of the fSub oo
nittee aﬁ;vaﬂnrﬁﬁl,ﬁin&awamww&r&,ux&nﬂmikﬁeé o ﬁhﬁ=ﬁﬁmmitﬁ&®Aen.ﬁ&ﬁimiﬁ@
end at the meeting of this maln committse on Degember 10, 1948, Dvr.

Koore praﬁ&nﬁq&rﬁh@*maﬁhar from the gtandpoint of the wheomnl ttee on
yonsreal Disesses. The following note 15 recordsd lnt he minutes of
this meetings = L :

... "after neering an explanation of the urgent need
of this program by Chalrmen Noore of the syhoommlbbes and
aftsr a full diseussion of the voluntesr basls of thds pro-
jaaﬁ,_ﬁhggﬂbmmi%hea ﬁn'Mﬁdim&naﬂunanimmusly vobed Lts sp rovel
of rhie vecommendation.” ‘

I hops that the guestions propounded In your letter are
anawarad'byvzh@‘infmrmatian given in the forapoing PATEETEPNE. i may o8y
also that within the lasb week or so the Commissloner of Federsl Prisons
has becone m&ah;inﬁarﬁ&ﬁ&ﬁiimﬁ:hﬁj  derteling and has agroed to meke cer-
tein priﬁﬁﬂﬁ@?mﬁﬂﬁ'ﬁv&ilahla for saliglitetion &3 volunteers, The Come
missioner and Dr, Moors 8ré tn ges the Artorney peneral within the next
faw days, %o sseartain i there prs 1szel Alffisultiss in sprrying out the
pPoposed axperiment 1y Federal prisons,

_‘?&rw'sinﬁera&y,
i'ﬁignaﬁz Lewls He Weed

De. Lewis H, Weed, Chalrmeg, -
pivision of Mediesl ZolenceeX
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