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June 2, 1942,

MEMORANDUM FOR GAPTAIN STEPHENSON

B Attaches herewith is a summary of a& eonfidential r&per‘b
covering medieal eonsidevations imeident to reoruting of women

' for serviee im the Roysl Canadian Air Ferce, together with obser-
" vations on service requirements. The report is dated Merch 20, 1942

and was sent to the U. 8 War Department from Ottawa in the form
of a Military Attache Report, Military Intelligence Division,
WDG8; source, Medieal Branch, R, C. A. F. The summery was pre-

gwed after studying the report in the office of Lit.-fol. Turner,

edlical Corps, U. 8. Army.

Je F. Shronts.
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subject: | Medical Gensiderations,,Recruitmentbaf Women,
. (Rc Go _Al FO)

The introductory statements of John 8, Gullet, Lt. Col. &, S. C., Millitary
Attache, inelude a recommendation that the War Department gtudy this subject in the
1ifht of Canadian experience, In summarizing the Canadian experience, Lt. Col. Gullet
gtotes that in pecruitment, training, and handling women, the R, C. A. F. utilized
fagilities availsble for men, improvisions being made as permitted. The most import-
ant considerations confronting tte R. C, A, F. are medical, and these did not regeive
the initisl considerations they deserved. As & result, situations have developed wiich
have proved emberrassing to the women and to the R. €, &+ F. The outstanding problea
ig veneresl disesse and pregnangy is a close second. {No figures on the ineidence of -
thege comditions, either total cases, or rates arve ineluded in the report). In am -
attempt to solve these problems, educational programs, including filmm, ere being
prepared,

Col, Gullet states that the R, O, A+ F, drew on the experience of il» Bfitish,
but that the Ganadian problem has proved to be peculiar to itself. Reagons gifen are
that Canade is not & theatre of operatins and that a different outlock and moral -eodes
have been encountered. The Canadians have been obliged to proceed on & trial and
error basis and it is admitted thet several problems have not been solved, The diffi-
culties have affected the Canadian Army as well as the women of the R, €. A, F.

The policy for utilizing women is & result of political pressure, accoiding
to reports that Col. Gullet received, The Canadian Nevy had refused to accept women up
to and including the date of the report, The local Service Flying Training School
at Uplands Air Stetion was used as a testing place and the use of women proved fairly
satisfactory bsesuse of many residing im Ottawa, Greater difficulties are expected
at isolated stations where women will be dependent upon station life and where they
will be removed from their heme communities and friends. . » ‘

Par# éfiﬁﬁg difficul£y nay be'that higher officers (with the exﬁpptian of
medieal) have not recognized theilr responsibllities inweing women. e

These include complete physical ezamination, urinalysis, chest x-ray and serow
logieal test for syphilis. Age limits are 19 to 40 inclusive, minimum heights 60 inches,
maxinmum 72 inches,  The minfmum welght is 100 pounds, the maximum ig not fixed.
Requirements for vision are the seme as for "Ground Crew." Mgdical officers are
required to ¢arefully examine the breasts for growths or other abnormalities. Careful
nervous system and psychologieal exeminations are required.

A history of gonorrhea within 3 years is cause for rejection and if a vaginal
discharge is suspected of being gomorrheal, the applicant must produce & certificate
from a gynecologist that she is free of venereal disease. Applicants having e positive
serology are retested and if still positive, they are rejected.

Dysmenorrhea or memorrhagia which incapacitates for 1/2 a day or longer ig cause
for rejection. Amenorrhea is ceuse for rejection because of possible pregnancy. Ocecu~
pational dermatitis, psoriasis and other skin diseases are cause for rejectien.

 Careful attention to the conduct of examinations is required, and the medicel

officer at the recruiting station is held responsible., It is expected that the personal
feelings offﬂn applicants will be appreeiated and respected.
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1. Additienal plumbing installations. Convenience, comfort and location are con~
siderations for toilets and rest hooms. -

2. Provision for disposal of sanitary towels. Reee§tasles,previded_aﬁ sagh toilet
Z::ﬁhfe avvid*phngging of plumbing. F:ee.issug §£'Banitary towels 1s provided, 12~gsr o

3. Beparate hoépthal facilities.

4. 8eparate sick agll, o

5, Ppocurement of gynecological drugs and“inét?HEEBtsw

5e Arx&ngqﬁnnt'af berraéka §:ovidas 78 bunks, (39 double deckers), 24 wash besins,

9 heads, 5 showers, 2 bath tubs to each barrvacik. This propertion s proven adegquate.

7. Cgreful attention to proper shoe fitting and to care of feet have been neges~
sltated by large number of women requiring medical attention for foot conditions,

8. Inoculation program same &8 for men.

9. Pravi&e suiteble and harmless deodersnt. Free issue will be provided when
gsuitable deodorant ig available,

her Considerztions, Imcluding Venereal Disease and Birth Control

1. R C. A, F, acespts no women with ehildren dependent on them for financial -
support er for care. '

2. Pregnant women are discharged and are not permitted to re-enlist. Arrange(
ments are made with social agencies for eare of mother and child, if desired.

3, No birth control infermation is disseminated.

L. Venereal disease has been a serious problem because of diffiecultles involved,
not because of numbers. All cases are discharged and no provigions ere made for
trestment, It is admitted that this policy leads to concealment of cases because .
& certain number of ¢ases is inevitable, Infected men are not discharged, asnd it is not
good public health practice to discharge women untreated. Loeal health authorities
are notified in every case.

5, No ettempte have been made to provide V. D, prophylaxis for women, nor are
any anticipated.

6. BSex educational programs atitréining depots have been expended and the
need for more recreationsl facilities has been recognized.

7. In general, maladjustments among women to life in the service have been few,
Women have proved themselves most useful in duties associated with hespitals.
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