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McNulty

He finished his first rewrite of a film script at city
room speed, appalling his fellow wrters, who
threatened to lock him up if he did not slow down.

His first marriage having ended in divorce,
McNulty was married on Sept. 24, 1945, to Faith
Corrigan Fair, whom he had met at the Daily
News. They had one son. Unhappy in Hollywood
and unsuited to film writing, McNulty returned
to New York City in 1946. He wrote a sports
column for the newspaper PM that became a
personal column called “Easy Does It.” At the
same' time, he wrote “casuals” and “Reporter at

“Large” pieces for the New Yorker. After a heart

attack in 1947, he wrote an account of his stay in
Bellevue Hospital, one of his best long pieces. A
Man Gets Around, McNulty’s second collection of
sketches and stories, was published in 1951; and

* hus third book, My Son Johnmy, in 1955. He died

at his summer home in Wakefield, R.L

The World of John McNulty, a collection of his
best writing, came out in 1957 and was exten-
sively reviewed. The reviewers especially noted
his percepuve observation and his keen and ac-
curate ear for language. Virtually everyone who
knew McNulty seems to have felt his personal
magnetism. Thurber wrote, “Nobody who knew
McNulty . . . could ever have confused him for a
moment with anybody else. His presence in a
room was as special as the way he put words down
on paper.” Many of McNulty’s stories originated
in 2 Third Avenue saloon run by Tim Costello,
whose friendship McNulty shared with Thurber
and many other writers.

Never an intellectual, McNulty avoided the
word “art” as embarrassing and pretentious. He
loved language and regarded it with the eye of a
perfectionist. He often reread H. L. Mencken’s
The American Language and greatly admired the
work of E. B. White and Ring Lardner; but wit
and satire simply did not interest him. He was one
of the very few American storywriters of the
twentieth century whose skill was balanced by an
mexhaustble generosity of feeling. Gifted in
many of the same ways as Ernest Hemingway,
Lardner, and Dorothy Parker—all masters of the
American vernacular—McNulty never fell into
irony or despair, never hardened under his ex-
perience of human suffering or lost his delight in

‘ mankind.

{James Thurber’s preface to The World of John
MeNuity (1957) is the only substandal essay, but
further material can be found in obituaries in the New
York Times and New York Herald Tribune, July 30,
1956; James Thurber, The Years With Ross (1959);

Mahoney

Burton Bernstein, Thurber (1975); and Brendan Gill,
Here at the New Yorker (1975). Significant reviews are

in New York Times. Sept. 22, 1957; Saturday Review of -

Literature, Sept. 14, 1957; and Time, Nov. 4, 1957.

McNouity’s role in his favorite Third Avenue saloon is .

described “in  Joe McCarthy, “Costello’s: The
Wayward Saloon,” Holiday, Oct. 1959.]
Dean FLower

MAHONEY, JOHN FRIEND (Aug. I,
1889-Feb. 23, 1957), physician and public health
administrator, was born in Fond du Lac, Wis.,
the son of David Mahoney, a locomotive engi-
neer, and Mary Ann Hogan. After graduating
from high school in Fond du Lac in 1908, he
worked for one year as a truck farmer before
undertaking studies at Milwaukee University and
Marquette Medical College. He received the
M.D. in 1914 and began two years of intern
training, first at the Milwaukee County Hospiral
and later at the Chicago Lying-in Hospital.
Mahoney’s professional career was divided into
two phases. The first consisted of thirty-two years
as a commissioned officer of the U.S. Public
Health Service. Mahoney was commissioned in
September-1917 and, after various assignments
characteristic of 2 junior officer, was detailed to
the U.S. Foreign Service in 1925. During the
ensuing four years he served as public health
adviser in Haiu, Ireland, England, and Ger-

‘many. He miarried Leah Ruth Arnold on Sept. 29,

1926; they had two children. While serving
abroad Mahoney exploited the opportunity to
observe the management of sexually transmitted
diseases in foreign clinics and the laboratory
methods used in their diagnosis. This experience
enhanced his interest and skill in dealing with
venereal diseases, which were a very important
problem for Public Health Service medical
officers, most of whose patients were seafaring
men exposed to the diseases in' port cities
throughout the world. At that ume there was no
effectve treatment for gonorrhea and the treat-
ment for syphilis consisted of injections of toxic
drugs administered weekly over periods of
months to years.

In July 1929 Mahoney was appointed director
of the Venereal Disease Research Labordtory
located at the Marine Hospital (now the U.S.
Public Health Service Hospital) at Srapleton,
Staten Island, N.Y. During the next twenty years
he was associated there with a series of young
investigators working on.both laboratory and

423

o
3
3
—
=
@
n
N
I
o

Como3y cevoLsh 301303000 SN
\ o] Leoo~

3¥133Q 4\'e

ul

yA% El'l.lilJ.) MV LHOIHMAJOD A Q3103L0¥d 38 AV TYINILYIA SIHL :3OILON "SuldIpay jo Aueiqr feuoneN ‘uolsiAlg auldIpsy Jo AloisiH ap

NLM_0000705



Mahoney

clinical problems. Mahoney’s scientific publica-
tions, frequently written with one or more as-
sociates, mark the progress of technology as ap-
plied to diagnosis and treatment of venereal in-
fecdons. His early work was devoted to exper-
imental infection of rabbits with the corkscrew-
shaped syphilis organism, using the dark-field
microscope, which enables one to see the un-
~stained living organism. Knowledge of the mech-
anism and rate of penetration into tissues by the
germ became the basis for more rational
procedures for prophylaxis against infection.
Later he turned to studies of the serologic tests for
syphilis, the blood tests that for many years have
been the principal aid to diagnosis after the earli-
est stage of the disease has passed. Although now
invaluable, these tests had many deficiencies in
Mahoney’s tme: the reagents were crude, the
techniques were not standardized, the test results
were inconsistent, and there was an undesirable
incidence of both false positive and false negative
reactions. :
‘When Surgeon General Thomas Parran
made the control of venereal diseases a major con-
cern of the Public Health Service during his
tenure from 1936 to 1948, Mahoney’s laboratory
played the key federal role in improving diag-
nostic methods. Because serologic testing was
being done on a massive scale by state and local
governmental laboratories, much importance was
attached to minimizing the test deficiencies. In-
terstate evaluation surveys were conducted and
information about sources of error was dis-
semninated, which resulted in improved reagents
and standardized methods. During this period he
published several papers dealing with the efficacy
of sulfonamide drugs in treaunent of gonorrhea.
When penicillin first became available during
World War 11, it was in very short supply and
subject to allocation. After meeting the military
needs for treatment of wound infections there
was little available for study of novel uses.
Mahoney obtained enough to demonstrate in
rabbits that the drug might kill the spirochete of
syphilis. This led to the allocation of a supply of
penicillin to conunue the rabbit studies concur-
rently with clinical trial in four patients with early
syphulis. The success of this experiment, reported
in December 1943, led ro a large clinical trial by
collaborating investigators that confirmed the
value of the drug and quickly made it the standard
treatment. ' )
Mahoney is probably most widely known for
this role mn revolutionizing the treatment of
syphilis. In 1946, when the first Lasker Awards
were conferred by the American Public Health

Mallory

Association, he was one of five individuals chosen
for the honor in recognition of his “outstanding
leadership in the treatment of syphilis by pen-
iclllin.” In succeeding years he contributed
knowledge derived from long-term follow-up of
treated padents. In parucular, he studied the
changes in serological reactions after treatment.
and continued to improve reagents and test
methods.

In December 1949 he retired from the Public
Health Service and began the second phase
of his career, as director of the Bureau of Labo-
ratories in the New York City Health Depart-
ment. Four days later Mayor William O’Dwyer
appointed him to the post of health commissioner,
in which he served undl 1953. Under his
leadership the department initiated a number of
important programs. Among these were a cam-
paign to prevent lead potsoning in children, the
mtroduction of isoniazid chemotherapy in
tuberculosis clinics, and the recommendation that

"New York City’s water be fluoridated. Upon

appointment of a new commissioner in 1954, he
resumed the direction of the Bureau of Labora-
tories, where he served until his death.

Mahoney held appointments in clinical sy-
philology at New York University School of
Medicine and in dermatology at Columbia Uni-
versity School of Medicine. Fe was a member of
the Syphilis Study: Section of the National Insti-
tutes of Health and of the Committee on Research
and Standards of the American Public Health
Association. He served as chairman of the com-
mittee of experts on venereal disease of the World
Health Organizartion. of the Natonal Serologv
Advisory Council, ard of the Committee on
Standardization of Serological Tests for Svphi-
lis of the American Public Health Association.
"He died in Staten Island. N.Y.

[On Mahoney and his work, see an editorial in the
American Journal of Public Health, Dec. 1946; Ralph
C. Williams, The United States Public Health Service
1798-1950 (1951); Quarterly Cumulative - Index
Medicus, 1930-1956; a mimeograph, Chromology of
New York City Health Department, Mar. 1966; Bess
Furman, A Profile of the United States Public Health
Service, 17981948 (1973); and the New York Times
obituary, Feb. 24, 1957.} .
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MALLORY, ANNA MARGRETHE
(“MOLLA”) BJURSTEDT (1892-Nov. 22

1959), tennis plaver, was born in Norway. the
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: FEDERALSECURHN’AGENCY o
U S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE v
MEMORANDUM )

May 3, 1943
To:  The Surgeon General
- F‘BoM: | Aséist’an*b :S@gjém__‘:.eénérél"li;,-A. *vq;;_qgriehr

Q“ May lsﬁ I PPOG@@de to ﬁhe Venereal Disease Research Laboratoryn New .
,“1Y°rk Giby; to confer Wit" octors Mahoney, Van Slyke, ds E. Moore, Arnold,

over the study of the apiﬁemiology and prevention of gonorrhea in human L
erg. It will be rocalled that thls ‘study was proposed ‘by the Subcommittee .
real. Diseases of the Committee on. Chemmtherapeutics and Allied Subjects '
National Resesrch: Councll;and ‘that ‘the work is to be done, dccording to-

lana, in one .of ‘the hosp: tal gof a Federal penitentlary, robably the
Terre H&uto, Indiana. g'ygﬁ- L PN

ok

odto#a Mahoney and Van Slyke raiaed a number of questions regarding th&
1ikeélihood that the study might be developed on & basis which would make it -
posaible 0 carry it to a succe$qful conclu"ion. Most of‘these questlona ware”-”
1satisfactorily answured. : N ) '

AR Doctor Mahoney sa@med to think th&b a study of the efflcacy of penicillin
;ffwhich 15 at present under way and which inecludes the action of ‘this drug on .
- gulfathiagole resistent atiantsfwith gonorrhes has precedence over the: proposed
of gonorrhea. in human volursers, "It .was pointed: oub,
y ; Limi atlon on the ‘manufacture of penjeilling 1t eould |
St only'be: i1sed ‘on sulf ,hi ry, ases and could not be'used routinaly.-;;“
B Consequently, the presen~ scope of use of penicillin woulld: be limited. PRSI

SR It was finally agreed that Doctors Mahoney, Van Slyke and Thayer'WOuld o
' procedd to Terre Haute within the next mohth. in order to: obtain complete informa~~

fffiseems that these facilities would be satisfactory,. Doctor. Van, 8lyke is o T
- writé the plans which were drafted by: tha‘Subcammibtee on: Venereal Diseases for

- “Yhe prosecution of the study of the epideniology and prevention. of gonorrhea in .5ﬂjf7
- humsn‘volunteers, This revised plan is theit.to be sutmitted to the Bureau of o
Prisona and to the Office of Soientifie Resaﬁrch and Development for approval»j“

Respecbfully,
- FgyemoR] . ptégdy R..A
’-,%#:BUY‘ - - L ~Ra A, Vbnde E edeh’
i R , - N ‘ Assistant burgeon‘General
i.mggﬁﬁ;,jx, . Lo S Divisﬁon;df Veneraalhﬂisq&ses; o
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May 3, 1943

( T 5’3} ?}'ﬁ:’”‘fﬂ’?‘ab “_JA P

8r, Surgeon J. F. Mahoney ,
Venereal Disecase Research Laboratory
U. 8. Marine Hospibal -
Staten Island, New York

Dear Doctor Mahoney:

Upon returning to Washington I have communicated with Doctor
Marion King. He tells me that he will discuss with Doctor Ora H.
Cox, the Medical Officer in Charge at Springfield, Missourl, at the
meeting of the American Psychiatric Associetion next week, the pro-
posed study of the epidemiclogy and prevention of gonorrhea utilig-
ing human volunteers, Doctor King advises me that it will be sat-~
i.sfactory for you, Doctor Van Slyke and Doctor Thayer to proceed
to Springfield, Missouri, at any time during the week of May 16th
in order to ascertain the suitaebllity of facllities there for the
prosecution of the above study, Travel authority for the three of
you will be requested at the indicated time, '

The reason Doctor King proposes thefospital in the Federal
Penitentiary at Springfield rather then at Terre Haute is because
of certain administrative changes which are taking place at the Tetbter
location, The Medical Officer in Cherge is belng removed and is be-
ing replaced possibly by Doctor Kussell 0, Settle aboub bhe end of
June, In view of the fact that the utilizmation of the facilitles at
Terre Haute would entall certain delay, Doctor King feels that it
would be more advisable %o utilize the facilities at Springfield.
Springfield, also, in Doctor King's oplnion, has the advanbage of
being administratively more directly under the Public Health Service.

Siﬁc@rely yours,

(Sed) R. A. Vonderlehr

R. &, Vonderlehr
Assistant Surgeon General
' _ Division of Venereal Diseases

RAVSLR:

W:'CC: Dr. J.E.Moore
Dy. Marion King

4
_%
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Sr, Burgeon J. F. Mahoney

Venereal Disease Research Laboratory
U. 8. Marine Hospltal

Staten Island, New York

Can) gor~=b

Dear John:

Your letter of April 9th has been received in which you discuss the’
possibilities of conducting the proposed study on the epidemiology and pre- .
vention of gonorrhea utilizing human subjects. This study offers so much
‘of potential value that I perscnally feel it would be a great mistake if
the Public Health Bervice failed to do everything possible to carry it
through. I realize that there are many hendicaps which must be overcome
vefore work of this kind can be completed successfully, Nevertheless and
in spite of the war, I believe that this is a resl opportunity and if I
had the proper background I would like very much to have the opportunity
to do the work,

|
|
|

Since the original plans for the study were changed, Mr. James V. Ben-
nett of the Bureau of Prisons has lost interest in the proposed project.
The original plans consisted of chemoprophylaxis in inoculated subjects, but
during the last meeting of the committee, Doctor J. E. Moore mentioned that
this work would probably not he done and that local chemical prophylsxis
would probably be investigated instead. Doctor Marion R, King who has charge
of the medical work in the Bureau of Prisons has since informed me that this
change in the proposed plans has caused Mr. Bennett to lose interest,

It geems to me that 1 you and your colleagues wish to conduct this
study, one of the first steps would be to confer with Mr. Bennett and Doctor
King. Mr, Bennett thinks a great deal of the Public Health Service and if
we assure him that the investigation will be done by regular oflicers in our

‘4Bervice I believe that he will show much more interest thsan he has evinced
in recent weeka,

‘Sincerely y'ours,1 -,
Jondet ekt
(Spd) R A VOR

" R. A, Vonderlehr
Assistant Surgeon (eneral
\ S Division of Venereal Diseases

, \ - RAVILR
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February 9; 1943

g
| Doctor 4. N. Richards %
j Chairmen, Committee on Medical Research

| - Dffice of Sclentific Research and Development  Coremeioo &
? 2101 Constitution Bvenis S — .

P

Washington, 0, C.

/

P4
T

} -

!  Dear Doctor Richards:
\

|

I have your lstter of February 3, 1943 con-
cerning the gonorrhes prophylaxis study utilizing human subjects
. for experimental incculation and the desire of Doctor Bush to be
agsured thet my approval of this study "was expressed with dus re-
| gerd to the possibility of adverse reaction on the part of the

. public or perhaps of Uengress.®

There are many unsolved problems relating to
the prevention of this diseass which cen be solved only by experi-
wents on human volunteers, Therefore, since this dlseass still
remaing e major cauge for the high rate of noneffective days in
the armed forces, and, likewise, represents s gerious threat to
, the health snd efficiency of our defense vorkers, it is my con-

f sidered opinion that research in the field of prophylactic measures
i Geslgned to prevent the transmission of gonorrhes is fully war-
; ranted.

, : The wtilisation of human subjects who volun-
tardly submit themwelves to exverimentation may properly be
compared to the reseerch which enabled Doctor Walter Reed and

bis co~workers to discover the method of transmission of yellow
fover, and enubled Doctor Joseph Goldberger to establish the fact
that pellagra is due to a distary deficiency.

Sincerely yours,

{ugd) Thornas Parran

Surgeon General
| OLine

I [N ,th tS& & F:(l ?:5 l‘}\'\ﬁ"\\"k&” X
: " 'y w Qi C.U'—./Q:‘,,u.:\&la\;
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. FEDERAL SEGURITY AGENCY
Us 8, PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
MEMORANDUM
February 24, 1943

‘0t  Dr. F. M. King, Bureau of Prisons

(g 2o o

FROM: Dr. R. A. Vonderlehr

Refarring to the telsphone conversation with you and Doctor J. E.
Moore on February 22nd, I had an epportunity yesterday to discuss with
Doctor Parran the desirability of utilizing priscners in penal institu-
tlona on & volunbary basis as subjects in a study of the prevention, mode
of infection and cure of gonorrhea,

Doctor Parran was of the cpinion, i4f you and ¥r. James V. Bernett
approve, that Federal pesnal insbitublions would be one of the most desir-
able places for the prosecution of such studlies inasmuch as the facilities
for medical care are aw good in these prisons as in any other group of
prisons in the world, ' '

{Sed) B. A Vondetlebr

R, A. Vonderlehr
Assistent Surgeon General
Pivision of Venereal Disczses

RAVILR _
.CC; Dr. J. E. Moore

v
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