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Proposal to map the human 
genome: social and ethical concerns 

�‡Proposals to map the human genome emerge  in the mid-
1980s 

�‡Social and ethical issues highlighted in OTA and NAS reports 
evaluating the advisability of proceeding 

�‡Do not make any suggestions about how to address  

�‡Press conference.  October 1988. 

�‡James Watson declares that social and ethical issues will be 
addressed through a program housed in NIH and funded by a 3 to 
5 % set aside from the Human Genome Project budget 


